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ITTLE Apolozy need be 

made for publiſhing a Work 
of this Kind, the ſole Intent of which 
is to mix Inſtruction with Amule- 
ment. We may venture to ſay, 
without preſuming too much, that 
the following little Book cannot fail 


of being pleaſing to the Generality 


of Youth, as it trends to procure 
them the moſt rational Recreation 
in thoſe leiſure Hours, which are 
generally detached from the Peruſal 
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PREFACE. 


of more ſerious and ſcientific Books, 
We have only to add, that the great- 
eſt Care has been taken not to inſert 
any thing that can poſlibly raiſe 
a Bluſh on the Cheek of Inno. 
cence. 


1 


YOUTHFUL JESTER. 


The Sagacious Cuntryman. 
\ CERTAIN king, walking one day 


in the country, in a diſguiſed ha- 

bit, in order that he might not be known 
by any one, met a peaſant tilling the 
round. Though the labourer was not 
fry years of age, his hair was as 
white as ſnow, and he always worked 
bald-headed. The king ſeeing him in 
this ſtate, ſaid to him, © God preſerve 
ou, thou man of the earth.“ “ And 
thou alſo, (replied he to the king) thou: 
maſter of the earth.“ Why do you 
ſo 
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fo call me? (faid the king to him) De 


you know me?“ -“ No, (ſaid the pea- 
ſant, though he knew him perfectly well; 
but, as he ſaw him in diſguiſe, he con- 
cluded he wiſhed not to be known) but 
I ſo call you, becauſe God having creat- 
ed the earth for the uſe of man, he ought 
to be the maſter of it.” 

The king ſeeing his white locks, ſaid 
to him, « IC has ſnowed much on the 
mountain.*'—< Time will fo have it,” 
repiied the countryman, The king per- 
ceiving, by theſe ſhrewd anſwers, that 
he was a man of ſome wit, ſaid to him, 
«1 fee you ſtill labour, though you are 
advanced in years,”—* I am obl:gcd 


| (replied the countryman) not only to 


work for myſelt, but alſo for thoſe who 
are older than I am,” The king aſked 
him how much he earned each day ? 
He anſwered, I get eight-pence a day.” 
— And is that ſufficient (ſaid the king) 
to ſupport you?“ -“ It muſt do more 


than that, (replied the countryman) 


tor my own ſupport is the leaſt of my 
expences.“ 
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expences,” “ But what are your other 
expences ?” aſked the king, © I ſpend 
daily two-pence for my own. and my 
wife's nouriſhment. (ſaid he), I pay my 
debts with two others, I daily lend two, 
and the other two I throw away. 

« How can all this be ?” faid the king. 
„ Thus, (anſwered the peaſant.) I ſpend 
two for the nouriſhment of my wife and 
myſelf, and upon ſo little a ſum, you 
may well ſuppoſe, we do not live very 
luxuriouſly, With two others I pay my 
debts ;. that is, I have a father and a mo- 
ther, who are both too old to work, and 
by ſupporting them now, I pay the debt 
1 contracted when I was young, and 
when they kept me. Two others, which 
I lend, are for the nouriſhment of my 
children, who are as yet too young to be 
able to work; for I was not a young 
man when I married, This being the 
caſe, I lend them, hoping, they wil pay 
me when they ſhall be able to work, and 
I ſhall be —— down with years, and no 
longer in a condition to labour. The 
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two which I throw away, are for the 
ſupport of the two daughters my wife had 
by a former marriage ; for I cannot hope 
that they will ever pay me, as they are 
in fat nothing to me. Even though 
they ſhould have a will to do it, when 
they ſhall be grown up, and get huſ- 
bands, they will no longer have a will 
of their own, and as I have married their 
mother, I am at preſent obliged to main- 
tain them.“ 

The king liſtened with pleaſure to this 
diſcourſe of the peaſant, and concluded 
in his own mind, that no perſon in his 
court, even the moſt learned, could rea- 
ſon more properly, © I have, my friend, 
_ the king) liſtened to you with plea- 
ure; but forbid you, under the ſevereſt 
— and penalties, to repeat what you 

ave this day told me, to any perſon what- 
ever, unleſs in my preſence. Look me 
in the face, and notice my features well.“ 
The countryman did ſo, and prumiſed to 

obey his commands, 
With 
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With this aſſurance, the king return- 
ed to the city, and the next day aſſembled 
all the learned men of his court, and told 
them, that the preceding day he had met 
with a peaſant who was capable of con- 
founding them all. He told them word 
for word what the countryman had faid 
to him, without giving them the expla- 
nation, only telling them, that the coun- 
tryman earned eight-pence a day, with 
two of them he maintained his wife and 
himſelf, two he employed to pay his debts, 
two he lent, and two he gave away. He 
aſked them how this could be; but they 
were all ſurprized, and could not gueſs 
at the explanation. The king faid he 
would give them three days to think of 
it, and if they could not in that time ex- 
plain the matter to him, he would drive 
them from his kingdom as ignorant men. 

The doctors were very much aſto- 
niſhed, and the more they endeayoured 
to find out the meaning, the more they 


were embarraſſed. At laſt, they reſolv- 
ed 
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ed to endeavour to diſcover the country- 
man, and get the explanation from his 
own mouth. They eafily found what 
rout the king had that day taken, and 
then purſued the ſame road themſelves, 
aſking every peaſant they met, if they 
had lately ſeen and converſed with any 
ranger, At laſt they met with the 
countryman, who had ſo much enter- 


| . tained the king. They aſked him, if he 
had not ſaid ſuch and dach things to the 


king, to which he replied in the affirma- 
tive. They then begged of him to give 
them the explanation, which he poſitively 
re fuſed. bey made him a thouſand pro- 

miſes, but he would not truſt to them. 
They then returned to the city, in order 
to fetch ſo much gold and ſilver as could 
not fail to conquer his obſtinacy. They 


returned, and preſented him with ſeveral 


pieces, on which the likeneſs of the king 
was ſtamped, The countryman feein 

theſe, made no difficulty of telling them 
every thing he had faid to the king; and 
as ſoon as they had extorted from the 
country- 
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countryman the true ſenſe of thoſe enig- 
matical words their fovereign had pro- 
poſed to them, they returned, tranſported 
with joy, and explained every thing to 
the monarch, | | 

The king was aſtoniſhed at it, and 
doubted not but that they had found out 
the countryman, againſt whom he was 
exceedingly wry having fo ftrictiy 
forbiddea him to fpeak of it to any per- 
fon whatever. The king again dilſguiſed 
himſclt, and went to ſcek the country- 
man. A ſoon as he ſaw kim, Well, 


my triend (faid he to him), why have 


D'Y Y 


you not kept your word with me? 
«I, Sir! (replicd the courtryman,) b. 
have kept my word, and have punctualiy 
obeyed your orders.“ -“ How can that 
be ? {aid the king.) Did I not forbid 
you to give any explanation, to any per- 
fon whatever, of the words you had ſpo- 
ken to me, and yet I am fully convinced 
that you have explained the whole to 
people who have made it their buſineſs 
to extort it from you.. It is true, Sir, 

(repiied 
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(replied he) but I have done nothing 
more than what you ordered me. "The 
firſt time they came without you, and 
in courſe I would tell tnem nothing; for 
you had forbidden me to ſay a word, un- 
leſs I ſaw your viſage. On their coming 
to me a ſecond time, they produced me 
your viſage, not a ſingle one, but many 
of them, all ſtriking likeneſſes of you, as 
you here ſee.” He then ſhewed the kin 
all the pieces of coin they had given him, 
on which the likeneſs of the king was 
ſtamped. © At the fight of theſe (con- 
tinued the countryman) I found no dif- 
ficulty in telling them every thing they 
wiſhed to know.“ The king's aſtoniſh- 
ment was greatly encreaſed at the ſubtilty 
of the peaſant's wit, and judging that it 
was unworthy of royalty to ſuffer ſo 
much good ſenſe to be buried in the ob- 
ſcurity of a village, he took him to court 
with him, and made his fortune. Some 
writers ſay, that he became his favourite, 
and that he cenſulted him on the. moſt 
important affairs of State, In ſuch a 
manner 
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manner are great and elevated minds eſ- 
teemed and cheriſhed by thoſe who can 
diſcern. | 


A Florentine fiſherman having one day 
taken a prodigious large pike, reſolved 
to make a preſent of it to the Grand 
Duke, who was very fond of uncommon 
things. He went to the Duke's palice, 
and demanded to ſpeak with his higaneſs ; 
but he could obtain no admittance, un- 
leſs he promiſed the porter to give him 
one half of what the Duke ſhould order 
him. This he promiſed, and was ac- 
cordingly introduced. The. prince ad- 
mired the pike, all the court did the fame, 
and orders weren given to preſent the 
bearer of it with an hundred ducats. 
The fiſherman hearing this, ſaid, “ No, 
and pleaſe your highneſs: an hundred 
ſtripes with a ſtick, and not an hundred 
ducats.“ The grand Duke, being a- 
toniſhed at io extraordinary an anfwer, 
aſked the. fiſherman, what he meant. 


And pleaſe your-highneſs (ſaid he) L 
B 
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could not get admittance here, till I had 
promiſed your porter to give him half of 
whatever you ſhould pleaſe to give me 
for the pike. So if you pleaſe, order 
me fifty ſtripes, and give him the other 
fifty.” —< No, (replied the duke) that 
ſhail not be the caſe: you ſhall have the 
hundred ducats, and my porter ſhall have 
the hundred ſtripes.” I his was accord- 
ingly put into ma pin as you here ſee, 
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Louis the Eleventh, while he was 
Dauphin, paſſed ſome time in Burgundy, 
in order to conceal himſelf from the pur- 
ſuits of the king, his father. He amuſed 
himſelf with the pleaſures of the chaſe, 
and ſometimes dined on turnips, in the 
| houſe of a poor man, named Conon. 
Soon after, the Dauphin, oa the death 
of his father, aſcended the th; ove of 
France, when the honeſt Conon, by ths 
perſuaſions of his wife, ſet out for Paris, 
loaded with turnips, the produce of his 
own garden, which he intended to pre- 
ſent to the king; but, as he had neither 
money, nor proviſions to ſupport him on 
the journey, he eat all but the largeſt, 
which he preſented to the king. The 
king received his turnip as though it had 
been x diamond of the ſame ſize, and ſent 
it to be placed among his jewels. He 
ordered the good man to be well enter» 
tained, gave him a thouſand crowns, and 
then ſent him home. A courtier, re- 
markable for his avarice, conceiving 
great hopes of ow a much — 
; 2 2 
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ble preſent would produce from fo gene- 
rous a king, begged his majeſty's accep- 
tance of a very beautiful horſe. The 
king, not knowing what to give him, 
recolleted Conon's turnip, which he or- 
dered to be preſented to the courtier, 
properly packed up, accompanied with 
an injunction that he ſhould not open it 
till he reached Provence. The gentle- 
mar, who haſtened his journey as much 
as poſſible, not doubtmg but he ſhould 
find in the parcel a — of great value, 
at laſt arrived at the ſpot where he had 
permiſſion to open it, which he did with 
great eagerneſs; but judge how great 
was his aſtoniſhment, when he found it 
contained nothing more than a turnip. 
He inſtantly returned to Paris with as 
much haſte as he had quitted it, and 
went to complain to the king, that his 
domeſtics had certainly given him a wrong 
parcel. It is not poſſible to expreſs the 
courtier's aſtoniſhment when the king 
told him, that he had given him a very 
good price for his horſe, ſince the — 

ü | S 
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he had made him in return for the beaſt 
had coſt him a thouſand crowns, Thus 
was avarice properly puniſhed. 


An aſtrologer, having made a diſa- 
greeable prediction to a court lady, and 
the king determining to put him to death 
for his inſolence, was ordered before the 
monarch, who aſked him, if he could tell 
to a day the time of his own death. The 
aſtrologer being ſenſible of his danger, 
replied, © Sire, I have learned from my 
obſervations, that I ſhall die a day before 
your majeſty.” The king was frpriſed 
at this anſwer, though he faw through 
the fineſſe : however, he was afraid to do 
any thing to him. | 

A peaſant having ſettled in a village, 
by his induſtry and good conduct, ſoon 
gained the good opinion of all his neigh- 
bours. The ficſt year had hardly elapſed, 
when he loſt a fine cow, which no care 
nor attention could ſave from death, It 
vexed him exceedingly, but his wife took 
the loſs ſo much to heart, that it at laſt 
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put an end to her life, The peaſant 
mourned and ſincerely wept for the loſs 
of his wife, and every neighbour endea- 
voured to conſole him. © My friend 
(ſaid one of them to him) the wife you 
have laſt was, indeed, a very good wo- 
man; but your loſs may be eaſily re- 
You are young and prudent, 
and need not long want a wife. I have 
three daughters, and you ſhall have one 
of them if you pleaſe.” Another propo- 
ſed his filter, and a third his niece. 
« What civilities! (ſaid the afflicted man) 
I ſee very clearly, that in this civil vil- 
lage a man had better loſe his wife than 
his cow. My wife is no ſooner dead, than 
half a dozen are offered me to ſupply her 
place, but when my cow died, not one 
perſon offered to give me another,” 


As a boy was leading a calf with both 
hands, a nobleman happened to paſs by 
upon the highway, The boy, it ſeems, 
minded the calf more than the lord, and 
went drudging on without moving his 

hat, 
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hat. Why, ſirrah, (ſays the noble 

man) have you no more manners than 
to ſtand ſtaring me in the face with your 
hat on?”—<« Alas! ſays the boy) I'll 
pull off my hat with all my heart, if your 
lordſhip will but light, and hold my ca 

in the mean time.” See how droll the 
boy looks, | 


IP! 


| 
Ws 


_— —  —— — 


Ws — 


mu 


T6 THE YOUTHFUL JESTER. 


A gentleman meeting a countryman, 
aſked him, where he was going? to whom 
the peaſant bluntly replied, “ How ſhould 
I know?” The gentleman, thinking this 
an impudent anſwer, * You don't know ! 
(faid he,) then I will let you know. 
Here, take this fellow inſtantly to pri- 
ſon !** They then ſeized the poor coun— 
tryman, who, as he was going to priſon, 
ſaid to the gentleman, Lou ſee, Sir, 
that I anſwered you properly; for I ſwear 
I did not know that I was going to a pri- 
ſon.” This anſwer made the gentleman 


laugh, and he ordered the countryman to 
be ſet at liberty. 


A merchant going to Franckfort fair, 
loſt his purſe, in which was eight hun- 


ed to be coming the ſame way, found 
the purſe, and took it home with him. 
He was no ſooner arrived there, than he 
opened the purſe, and took an exact; ac- 
count of the contents of it, which he 
thought neceſſary, in caſe any perſon 

ſhould 


dred florins. A carpenter, who happen- 
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ſhould come to reclaim it. The next 


Sunday, the parſon of the pariſh gave out 
from his pulpit, that a perſon had loſt a 
leather bag, in which were eight hundred 
florins, and that whoever had found it, 
and would reſtore it to the owner, ſhould 
receive one hundred florins for his trou- 
ble. The carpenter was not that day at 
church, but his wife being there, and 
having mentioned on her return home, 
that a perſon had loſt eight hundred flo- 
rins, and promiſed an hundred to thoſe 
who would reſtore it, her huſband told 
her to go up ſtairs, and that ſhe would 
find the bag and money in a certain place. 
The carpeater then went to the curate, 
and aſked him if it were true, that the 


perſon, who had loſt the eight hundred 


florins, would give an hundred to him 
who had found it. The prieft anſwering 
in the affirmative, he deſired him to tell 
the loſer of the money, that if he would 
come to his houſe, he might have the ba 

and its contents as ſoon as he pleaſed, 
The merchant, overjoyed at this intelli- 


a gence, 
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gence, flew to the carpenter's houſe, 
where having received the money, and 
counted it out, he threw five florins to 
the carpenter, ſaying to him, „I give 
you there five florins; as fer the hun. 
dred, you have taken them, and paid 
your own ſelf, ſince there were nine hun- 
dred florins in the purſe,” The car- 
penter denied the aſiertion, the money 
was depoſited in proper hands, and a ſuit 
commenced between the merchant and 
the carpenter. After matters -had gone 
through the uſual courſe, the affair was 
brought to trial. The judge aſked the 
merchant, if he would make oath that 
there were nine hundred florins in the 
purſe he loſt, which the merchant po- 
ſitively aſſerted, and ſwore to. The judge 
then aſked the carpenter, if he could 
ſwear, that there were only eight hun- 
dred florins in the purſe he found, and he 
ſwore to the truth of it. The judge here- 
upon obſerved, that, according to the 
oath of both parties, the money could 


not belong to the merchant, as he had 
loſt 
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loſt nine hundred florins, and the other 
had found a purſe containing only eight 
hundred. He therefore ordered, that the 
carpenter ſhould keep the money, till 
ſome perſon ſhould bring ſatisfactory proof 
of having loſt the ſum the carpenter had 
found. Every one preſent ſaw through 
the iniquity of the merchant, and ad- 
mired the decree of the judge, which af- 
terwards ſtood on record, as an admoni- 
tion to avaricious and ungrateful people. 


Two men one day diſputed concern» 
ing their genealogy, each boaſting of a 
more illuſtrious pedigree than the other, 
« How can you dare (ſaid one of them) 
to compare yourſelf to me, who can boaſt 
of anceſtors a thouſand times more illuſ- 
trious than yours!“ — Pray, (faid the 


other) what was your father? Had he, 


like mine, the firſt place in the city?“ 
« The firit place in the city; (replied 
the former.) Was he governor ?”'— 
« No.” —< Was he a judge ?”'—© No, 


not that.“ What was he then?“ con- 


tinued 
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tinued the firſt, «© A porter, anſwered 
the ſecond) and is not that the firſt place 
in the city?” ““ True, (ſaid the other) 
but my father took precedence of the 
firſt people in the province, went before 
dukes and peers, and before the marſhals 
of France.” —< How ſo?” ſaid he.— 


In conſequence of his poſt,” replied the 


other, —< What was that?“ A poſti- 
lion,” ſaid he.—“ My father (continued 
the ſon of the poſtilion) was alſo a man of 
letters.” —< What do you call a man of 
letters ? (aſked the ſon of the porter) 
Was he a doctor, a lawyer, or a coun- 
ſellor?—< Nothing of all that, (replied 
the poſtilion) he was a poſtman, and do 
not you call that a man of letters?“ — 
True, (ſaid the porter) but that does 
not prove the antiquity of your family. I 
can trace mine for more than an hundred 
ears back.” “ And J mine for more 
than eight hundred years.“ « That is a 
ſmall matter ! (replied the porter) for I 
can trace mine back to the deluge,” — 
« And I mine (ſaid the poſtilion) to the 
days 
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days of Adam.”—< And I mine long 
before Adam,“ ſaid the otner. © You are 
right,* (replied the poſtilion) for before 
Adam there was nothing but beaſts, and 
it is very certain that you are deſcended 
from one of them.“ 


A Roman ſoldier being engaged in a 


law-ſuit, begged Auguſtus to plead his 


cauſe, when the Emperor recommended 
him to one of his courtiers to conduct the 
matter before the judges. The ſoldier 
was hardy enough to ſay to Auguſtus, 
« did not uſe you in this manner, Sire, 
when you was in danger at the battle of 
Actium, were I fought for you myſelf,” 
at the ſame time ſhewing him the wounds 
he had there received. This reproach 
had ſuch an effect on Auguſtus, that he 
went to the bar, and pleaded the man's 
cauſe himſelf. 


A gentleman of good parts, having 
learned that there was a vacant place at 
court, took poſt, and went the next day 
to alk for it of Lewis XL, king of F 1 * 
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The king, without any ceremony re- 
fuſed him the place, and in ſuch a man- 
ner, as left him not the leaſt hope of ob- 
taining it. The gentleman thanked the 
king moſt heartily, and then withdrew. 
The king knowing him to be a very 
ſenſible man, apprehended that he had 
not properly underſtood what he ſaid to 
him. He ordered the gentleman to be 
called back, when he aſked him, if he 
perfectly underſtood what he had ſaid to 
bim. “ Perfectly well,” replied the gen- 
tleman, « What did I ſay to you?” ſaid 
the king. © You refufed me, Sire, (re- 
plied he) the place 1 aſked of you.” = 
& Why then did you thank me?” added 

the king. © For. having fo poſitively 
| refuled it me, Sire, (anſwered the gen- 
ttleman) without giving me vain hopes, 
; ' which could only have made me loſe my 
time idly and ineffetually.”* The king 

| | was ſo pleaſed with the anſwer, that he 
| | gave him the place, and ordered the pro- 
per officers to make out his patent im- 
| mediately, «IE ANT 44 
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Two men, having enliſted under a 
captain of dragoons, bound themſelves 
by oath equally to divide the booty they 
ſhould take between them. On the ap- 
proach of the enemy's army, one of the 
two aljociates was ſtruck with terror, 
and pretended a ſudden illneſs; but the 
other did his duty, and received as his 
{hare of the booty upwards of three hun- 
dred florins. On his return home, he 
viſited his hek comrade, who was not a 
little ſurpriſed, that he made no mention 
oi divicing the booty, Do not you re- 
member (ſaid the pretended fick man) 
the agreement we made? If you mean to 
keep your word, we muſt divide the 
booty between us. -“ I will tell you, 


comrace, (anſwered the other) I have 


gained two things in war, wounds and 
money. If you inſiſt on having part of 


the money, you mult alſo have part of 


the wounds.“ Having ſaid this, he drew 
his ſword, which the other ſeeing, ex- 
claimed, * Let us have no diſputes, com- 
rade, keep your money and your e unds.“ 
| | 2 | Sce 
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See a juſt view of this ſcene of cowardice 
in the following picture, 
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3 A certain ſwaggering officer being in 
company with Mr. Charles B- der, 
bragged egregiouſly of the number he 


had flain by his own hand abroad, inſo- 
much that, by his own account, he had 
| demoliſhed at leaſt five hundred. Sir, 
(ſays Char les) I haye killed in my * 
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let me ſee—five at Madrid, ten at Liſ- 
bon, twenty at Paris, thirty at Vienna, 
and double the number at the Hague; 
but at length, coming over from Calais 
to Dover, I had ſcarcely diſembarked, 
before a deiperate fellow engaged with 
me, and killed me on the ſpot.” —< Kil- 
led you! (ſaid the officer) and yet you are 
now here alive! What do you mean by 
that?” -“ Sir, (replied Charles) I did 
not diſpute your veracity, and why ſhould 
you queſtion mine?“ 5 


Beau Naſh, who was formerly maſter 
of the ceremonies at Bath, being in com- 
pany, among whom was a gentleman, re- 
markable for his ſatirical wit, and who 
having levelled his jeers at almoſt all pre- 
ſent, chiefly by mimicking their voices, 


geſtures, or taking them off, as it is come 


monly called, Naſh, expecting it would 
preſently come to his turn, got up, and 
was going away. On being aſked the 
reaſon of his leaving the company ſe 


ſoon, he replied, „In order to fave the 


gentle. 
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gentleman the trouble of zaking me off; I 


think it beſt to take myſelf of,” and fo 


departed, 


An Iriſh ſervant being ſtruck by his 
maſter, cried out, & By St. Patrick, I am 
not certain whether he has not killed me; 
but, if I am dead it will afford me great 
ſatisfaction to hear that my maſter was 
hanged for killing me.” 


Iwo ſailors being in company toge- 
ther, were relating the moſt remarkable 
accidents that happened in their voyage. 
One ſ.id, he found it ſo exceſſively hot 
going to Guinea, that they needed no 
fre to boil their kettle, but dreſſed all 
their meat above deck in the ſun- ſhine, 
and could bake, boil, try, or ſtew, as well 
as with a large fire. 

The other ſaid, “ I never was in ſo 
hot a climate as that; but I have been 
ſo many degrees to the northward, where 
it has been ſo very cold, it has frozen 
our words to. our mouths, ſo that we 
could not hear each other ſpeak, till we 


Came 


* 
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came into a warmer latitude to thaw 
them, and then al] our diſcourſes broke 
out together, like a clap of thunder, and 
occaſioned a tumult of voices greater than 
the confuſion of tongues at Babel.” 


When the late Sir John Hill firſt 
launched into the literary world, he, 
amongſt other voluminous works in all 


ſciences, wrote leveral farces, which he 


recommended very ſtrongly to Mr. Gar- 
rick for repreſentation, Garrick, how- 
ever, not judging them to poſſeſs merit 
enough for the ſtage, politely refuſed 
them, which ſo irritated the doctor, that 
he conſtantly ſquibbed at him in the 
newſpapers, ſome of which at that time 
he commanded, Garrick bore all ver 

patiently for ſome time; but at laſt, think- 
ing it neceſſary to hint to the world the 


occaſion of this antipathy, he told it to 


the public. in the following very ſevere 
epigram: 


C 2 | For 
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For phy/ic and farces 


His equal there ſcarce is: 
For his farces are phyſic, and his . a 


farce is. 


An author, after reading an extreme 
bad play to Quin, aſked his opinion of it, 
<« I wiſh (ſaid the author) you would ad- 
viſe me what is beſt to do with it.“ 
« That I can (ſays Quin), blot out one 
half, and burn the other.“ 


It was ſaid of a country . on his 
return from his travels to France, by 
which he was greatly altered, though not 
in the leaſt improved, that he went thi- 
ther a leaden image, but was returned one 


of plaiſter of Paris. 


A lady, belonging to a wealthy pariſh 
in London, having had the misfortune 
to bury ſeveral of her family in a little 
time, the ſexton brought her a bill, which 
ſhe thinking unreaſonable, demanded 


ſome abatement, and tendered him five 


ſhillings leſs than he had charged. The 
3 | ſexton 
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ſexton eyed the money, and at length took 
it up, ſaying, © As you have been a good 
chap, madam, and I expect more of your 
cuſtom, I'll take it for this time, but I 
really can't afford it.” 


A certain preacher having changed his 
religion ſor a good benefice, was much 
blamed by ſome of his friends for deferting 


them. To excuſe himſelf he aſſured them 


that he ſhould never have done it but for 


ſeven reaſons; being aſked what they 


were, he replied,“ A wife and ſix chil- 
dren.“ 


An Iriſhman, on board a man of war, 
was deſired by his meſs- mates to go down 
and fetch a can of ſmall-beer. Teague, 
knowing that preparations were making 
to ſail, abſolutely refuſed. “ Arrah ! by 
my ſhoul, (ſaid he) and ſo while I am 
gone into the cellar to fetch beer, the ſhip 
will ſail and leave me behind!“ 


Dr. Johnſon, happening to fit in a 
coffee-room where a dog was very trou- 
bleſome, he bid the waiter kick him out; 

% 3 but, 
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but, in the hurry of buſineſs, he forgot it. 
The dog continuing to peſter him, he 
ſaid, if the waiter did not kick the dog 
out, he would kick him out. © Sir, (ſaid 
a young coxcom»o) I perceive you are not 
fond of degs.” —« No, (replied the doc- 
tor) nor of puppies neither.“ 


A ſea- captain, being juſt come aſhore, 
was invited by ſome gentlemen to a hunt- 
ing match. After the ſport was over, 
he gave his friends this particular account 
of what paſtime he had. „ Our horſes 
being completely rigged, we manned 
them, and the wind being at ſouth-weſt, 
twenty of us being in company, away 
we ſet over the Downs, In the time of 
half a watch, we eſpied a hare under a 
full gale, when we tacked and ſtood after 
her. Coming up cloſe, ſhe tacked, and 
we tacked, upon which tack I had like 
to have run aground ; but getting cloſe, 
off I ſtood after her again. However, 
as ill fortune would have it, juſt about 
to lay her on board, bearing too much 

wind, 
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wind, I and my horſe overſet, and came 
keel upwards.” 


An Iriſhman went to a ſhoemaker's 
ſhop, and told the maſter he wanted to 
buy a pair of ſhoes. Accordingly, he 
handed him a pair with the toe of one, as 
uſual, thruſt into the other hoe. The 
Iriſhman put on his ſhoes again in a great 
paſſion, and told the lhoemaker, he was a 
Heating knave, to offer to give him a pair 
of brogues, that the little one was big 
enough to hold the great one in his belly! 


A gentleman aſked a ſhepherd whether 
that river might be paſſed over or not ? 
«Yes,” anſwered the ſhepherd ; but, upon 
trying, he flounced over head and ears. 
« Why, you rogue, (ſaid he) did you not 
tell me it might be paſſed over: In- 
deed, Sir, (faid he) I thought ſo; for my 
geeſe go over and back again every day, 
and J did not doubt but you were as wile 

as a gooſe,” 


A gentleman, was joking with a phy- 
ſician, in the preſence of Mr. Farquhar, 
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concerning the faculty's wearing ſwords, 
ſaying, he thought it to be an abſurd cuſ- 
tom, as theirs ought to be rather a dreſs 
of gravity, than gaiety, and therefore they 
ſhould leave the {word to the military and 
other gentlemen. Mr. Farquhar inſiſted 


it was quite a neceſſary cuſtom; and 


upon being aſked his reaſo;.s ior it, he re- 
plied, “ In order that they may defend 
themſelves againſt the reſentment of 
friends and relations of the many patients 
they ſend out of the world.” 


In the time of the wars between the 
Duke of Marlborough's army and the 
French, in the reign of Queen Anne, it 
was a conſtant practice with the French 


court to cauſe illuminations and bonfires 


to be made in Paris after every battle, 
whether their army got the victory or 
not, in order to keep up the ſpirits of the 
people. One particular time, when the 
Engliſh had totally defeated the French, 
and great illuminations were made as 
uſual, a marſhal of France merrily ſaid, 
cc By 
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« By my honour, the people of our na- 
tion are like flint ſtones; for the- more | 


you beat them, the more fire they make.“ 


An Iriſhman one day inſiſted, that an 
eel was the longeſt lived of all creatures; 


becauſe it lived a great while after it was 
killed. 


A Welſhman ſeeing his maſter tear- 
ing ſome letters, © Pray, Sir, (ſaid he) 
give hur one, no matter which, to ſend 
to hur friends in Wales; for they have 
not heard from hur a great while.” 


Henry the Fourth of France, reading 


the following oſtentatious inſcription on 


the monument of a Spaniſh officer: 
„Here lies the body of Dom Ko. &c. 
who never knew what fear was.. 


„ Then, (ſaid the king) he never {nufted 


a candle with his fingers.” 


Beau Naſh was one evening employed 
in collecting money for the Bath hoſpital, 
when a lady entered, Who was more re- 

markable 


. 
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markable for her wit than her charity, 
The lady, who was a duchels, gave him 
a pat with her fan, and ſaid, « You muſt 
put down a trifle for me, Naſh, for I 
have no money in my pocket.“ Ves, 
madam, (ſaid he) that I will with plea- 
ſure, if your grace will tell me when to 
ſtop.' Then taking a handful of gui- 
neas out of his pocket, he began to tell 
them into his white hat: =_ two, 
three, four, five.” Hold! hold! (ſaid 
the ducheſs) conſider what you are 
about!“ — © Conſider your rank and for- 
tune, madam, (faid Naſh, and continued 
telling) fix, ſeven, eight, nine, ten.“ 
Here the ducheſs called again, and ſeem- 
ed angry. © Pray, compoſe yourſelf, 
madam, (cried Naſh) and do not inter- 
rupt the work of charity: eleven, twelve, 
thirteen, fourteen, fifteen.” Here the 
ducheſs ſtormed, and caught hold of his 
hand, © Peace, madam, (ſaid Naſh) you 
{hall 
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ſhall have your name written in letters of 
gold, madam, and upon the front of the 
building, madam : ſixteen, ſeventeen, 
eighteen, nineteen, twenty.” —< I will 
not pay a farthing more,” ſaid the 
ducheſs. © Charity hides a multitude f 
fins, (replied Naſh) twenty-one, twenty. | 
two, twenty-three, twenty-four, twen= | 
ty-iive.” —* Naſh! (faid the lady) you 

frighten 
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frighten me out of my wits. I proteſt 1 
ſhall die.“ — “ Madam, (anſwered Naſh) 
you will never die with doing good ; and 
if you do, it will be the better for you.“ 
Naſh was then about to proceed; but 
perceiving her grace had loft all. patience, 
a parley enſued, when he, after much al- 
tercation agreed to ſtop his hand, and 
compound with her grace for thirty gui- 
neas. The ducheſs, however, ſeemed 
diſpleaſed the whole evening, and when 
he came to the table where ſhe was play- 
ing, ſhe bid him ſtand further, an ugly 
creature, for ſhe hated the fight of him. 
- But her Grace afterwards, having a run 
of good luck, called Naſh to her: 
« Come, (ſaid ſhe) I will be friends with 
you, though 2 are a fool; and to let 
you fee that I am not angry, there are 
ten guineas more for your charity.” 


Mr. Jokiſh and Mr. Jackſon, two 
tradeſman in London, went to Weſt 
Chefter fair, to lay out a little money ; 
and being there one night the * 

| ain 


—ͤ—ũœ—— —— 


93 


2 


THE YOUTHFUL JESTER, . - 
lain of the inn where they lodged hap- 
pened to conduct them through an aparty 
ment, where there were two men in bed 
together. Mr. Jokiſh obſerved, that one 
of them was ſo long ſhanked, that his 
legs were half way out at the feet of the 
bed, which he no ſooner ſaw, than he 
conceived a great deſire to have a little 
humour with them. As ſoon as they got 
into the next room where they were to 
lie, he ſays to the chamberlain, « You 
may now leave us, and we will * care 
of the candle ourſelves.“ So, when the 
chamberlain was retired, he acquainted 
his bedfellow with his deſigns. | « Did 
you obſerve (ſaid he) the man in the next 
room, with his legs half a yard out at 
the feet of the bed: -“ Ves, (replied 
Jackſon) and what then?“ -“ If you 
will hold the candle juſt at the door, 
(anſwered Jokiſh) and light me, and take 
it away at my ſignal, I will ſhew you 
ſome diverſion.— “ With all myheart,” 
replies Jackſon. So they both, pulled 
off their ſlippers, to prevent making, A 

noiſe ; 
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noiſe; and as ſoon as Jokiſh came into 
the room where the two men lay, he 
eſpies by the bed-fide a pair of ſpurs, 
one of which he takes up, and gently 
puts it on the man's-naked foot that hung 
ſo far out of the bed. As ſoon as he had 
buckled it faſt, he beckons his friend 
Jackſon to take away the candle, and 
ſhut the door. He then gives Teague, 
for it happened to be an Iriſhman, a hard 
pinch on the ſame foot on which he had 
put the ſpur. The Iriſhman at this be- 
gan to grow] very much, and hauling up 
his feet into the bed, though not awake, 
he ſadly ſcratched his bedfellow's leg with 
the ſpur, who being a Scotchman, roar- 
ed out in a paſſion, «© De'el take ye, Sir, 
gen ye ſee not gang out of the bed, and 
cut your toe-nails, by St. Andrew I'fe 
throw ye out o' th' window!“ The 
Iriſhman being yet aſleep, and not in the 
leaſt ſenſible of what had paſſed, ſoon 
after thruſt down his legs as they were 
before, Then Jokiſh gave him another 
pinch by- the toe, and up the — 
1. : nauls 
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hauls his feet again, and ſcratched the 
Scotchman's legs as before, at which the 
Scotchman began to pommel the Iriſh- 
man heartily. Preſently after, the Iriſh- 
man, rolling his feet about the bed, ſtruck 
the rowe] of the ſpur into his own leg, 
which thoroughly awaked him. At this 
he with ſome ſurpriſe, putting down his 
hand to feel what was the matter with 
his foot, cried out, in a very great paſ- 
ſion, © Arrah, the deuce have him, the 
hoſtler of diſhinn iſh a very great raſcal ! 
for, by St. Patrick, he has pulled off both 
my boots, and, like a rogue, has left one 
of my ſpurs on.“ 


A gentleman ſent for his carpenter's 
ſervant, to knock up a nail or two in his 
fludy. After the fellow had done, he 
fcratched his ears, and ſaid, he hoped the 
gentleman would give him ſomething to 
make him drink. To make you drink! 
(ſays the gentleman) there's a pickled 
herring for you, and if that won't make 
you drink, I'Il give you another.“ 8 
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| Sir Godfrey Kneller, the painter, and 
| the late Dr. Ratcliff, had a garden in 
common, with but one gate, which Sir b 
Godfrey, upon ſome occaſion, ordered 
to be nailed up. When the doctor heard 4 
|| of it, he ſaid, he did not care what Sir 
Godfrey did to the gate, ſo he did not 
paint it. This being told Sir Godfrey, 
« Well, (replied he) I can take that, or 
any thing but phyſic, from my good 
' friend Dr. Ratcliff,” 


Pope, having been lighted home by a 
link-boy, offered to give him ſomewhat 1 
leſs than he expected, upon which he 
demanded more. Pope proteſted, that 
he had no more halfpence left, repeating 
a term familiar to him, “ Heaven mend 
me!“ The boy finding that nothing 
more was to be got, went away, mut- 
tering loud enough tc be heard, Hea- 
ven mend me! Heaven mend me ! quoth 
he. Five hundred ſuch as I might be 
made, before one ſuch a crooked crea- 
ture as you could be mended !” Pope, 
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on this, called him back, and gave him 
half a crown for his wit. 


A great perſonage, riding out one 
morninz upon Richmond-hill, being 
ftruck with the ſituation, neatneſs, and 
elegance of the late Mr. Bianchard's 
houſe, aſked whoſe it was ? Being told 
it belonged to a card-maker, © Why, 
(fays his m ſty, with ſome ſurpriſe) one 
would think all this man's cards had 
turned up trumps !” 


A gentleman coming to a river, which 
he apprehended was deep, bid his ſervant 
go before. Ihe ſervant, however, to ſhew - 
his politeneſs, replied, & I never can be 
guilty of ſo much ill manners as to go 
before my maſter, Pray, Sir, croſs over 
firſt, and I will follow you immediately.“ 


Lord Jefferies, being one day plead- 
ing at the bar, before he was made a 
Judge, a country fellow giving evidence 
againſt his client, puſhed the matter very 
ſtrongly. Jefferics, after his uſual way, 
called out to the fellow, © Harkee, you 
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fellow in the leathern doublet, what have 
you for ſwearing ?*” To which the coun- 
tryman replied, Faith, Sir, if you have 
no more for lying, than I have ſor ſwear- 
ing, you might even wear a leathern 
doublet too!“ | 
A young lady, who was come out 
of the country, and affected to dreſs in 
a very plain. manner, was fitting on a 
bench at Bath, as Nath and ſome of his 
companions were paſſing by; upon which, 
turning to one of them, he ſaid, „There 
is a ſmart country girl: I will have ſome 
diſcourſe with her.” Then going up to 
the lady, “80, child, (faid he) I fee 
you are juſt come to Bath.” —« Yes, 
Sir,” anſwered the lady. © And you 
have been a good girl in the country, 
and learned to read your book, I hope.” 
Ves, Sir.” *—* Pray now (ſays he), 
let me examine you. 1 know you have 
read your Bible, and the Hiſtory of To- 
bit and bis dog. Now, can vou tell me 
hat was the dog's name? —“ Yes, 
Sir, 


* 
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Sir, (replied the lady) his name was Naſh, 
and an impudent dog he was!“ 


Dr. Cheyne once, when Naſh was ill, 
drew up a preſcription for him, which was 
ſent in accordingly. The next day the 
doctor, coming to ſee his patient, found 
him up and well, upon which he aſked if 
he had followed his preſcription ? “ Fol- 


lowed your preſcription | 1 


no, egad, if I had, I ſhould have broken 
my neck, for I flung it out of the two- 


pair-of-ſtairs window?“ 


A well-known perſon, of an odd turn 
of humour, riding on horſeback near 
Bath, happened to meet another equally 
odd in a lane ſo narrow, that neither 
could paſs without one gave way, which 
neither would do. Both made a halt, 


and not a ſingle word was ſpoken, till 


the firſt- mentioned deliberately pulled a 
newſpaper out of his pocket, and began 
reading it to himſelf, as you here ſee, 
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fellow in the leathern doublet, what have 
you for ſwearing ?** To which the coun- 
tryman replied, *< Faith, Sir, if you have 
no more for lying, than I have for ſwear- 
ing, you mig even wear a leathern 

doublet too!“ | | 
A young lady, who was come out 
of the country, and affected to dreſs in 
a very plain manner, was fitting on a 
bench at Bath, as Naſh and ſome of his 
companions were pailing by; upon which, 
turning to one of them, he ſaid, There 
is a {mart country girl: I will have ſome 
diſcourſe with her.” Then going up to 
the lady, © So, child, (ſaid he) I fee 
you are juſt come to Bath.”—« Yes, 
Sir,” anſwered the lady. © And you 
have been a good girl in the country, 
and learned to read your book, I hope.” 
Ves, Sir.“ Pray now (ſays he), 
let me examine you. I know you have 
read your Bible, and the Hiſtory of Fo- 
bit and his dog. Now, can vou tell me 
vihat was the dog's name f7'—« Yes, 
Sir, 


* 
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Sir, (replied the lady) his name was Naſh, 
and an impudent dog he was!“ 


Dr. Cheyne once, when Naſh was ill, 
drew up a preſcription for him, which was 
ſent in accordingly. "The next day the 
doctor, coming to ſee his patient, found 
him up and well, upon which he aſked if 
he had followed his preſcription ? “ Fol- 


lowed your preſcription | 1 Naſh), 


no, egad, if I had, I ſhould have broken 
my neck, for I flung it out of the two- 


. paireof-ſtairs window?!“ 


A well-known perſon, of an odd turn 
of humour, riding on horſeback near 
Bath, happened to meet another equally 
odd in a lane ſo narrow, that neither 
could pals without one gave way, which 
neither would do. Both made a halt, 
and not a ſingle word was ſpoken, till 
the firſt- mentioned deliberately pulled a 
newſpaper out of his pocket, and began 
reading it to himſelf, as you here ſee, 
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with the utmoſt compoſure, The other, 
determined to ſhew an equal degree of 
patience and obſtinacy, leiſurely took a 
pinch of ſnuff, and very gravely accoſted 
him, © Sir, when you have done with 
that paper, I ſhould be glad to look at 
it.” This ſo pleaſed the humouriſt, that 
he immediately pulled off his ſpectacles, 


and ſeized him by the hand, declaring, - 
o 
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the ſame time, that he ſhould go home and 
dine with him. 


A lady was ſaying ſhe had overthrown 
her adverſary ; at which one of her ſer- 
vants ſaid, Aye, madam, he took a 
wrong ſow by the ear, when he meddled 
with your ladyſhip.“ 


Two Iriſhmen, having travelled on 
foot from Cheſter to Barnet, were ex- 
ceedingly tired and fatigued with their 
journey; and the more ſo when they 
were told, that it was ten miles more to 
London. “ By my ſhoul and St. Patrick 
(cries one of them) it is but five miles 
a-piece : let's e'en walk on.“ 


An intimate friend of Beau Naſh, hav- 
ing greatly hurt his conſtitution by i irre- 
gularities, and particularly by drinking 
and late hours, Naſh cautioned him to 
leave off his irregularities in time, and 
above all, to avoid exceſſive drinking and 
ſitting up late. The gentleman took 
his advice kindly, and obſerved it pretty 
well; but it happened one night, that 

D-Y the 
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the company were more than ordinarily 
agreeable, and when it grew late, Naſh 
got up to go, and jogged his. friend for that 
purpoſe, Upon which the - gentleman 
ſaid, © Faith, Naſh, I have obſerved your 
leſſon a good while; but the company is 
now ſo agreeable, that my reſolution is 
quite gone, and I muſt ſtay,” —< I aſk 
your pardon, fir, (ſaid Naſh) I am ſure, 
if your reſolution is gone, it is time for 
you to go too !”” and fo hurried him off. 

A perſon. aſked an Iriſhman, why he 
wore his ſtockings the wrong ſide out- 
wards ? He anſwered, becauſe there was 
a hole on the other ſide. 

Two Welſhmen at an inn had a dozen 
of eggs for breakfaſt, and after they had 
paid, and gone a mile out of town, one 
ſaid to the other, he was glad he was 
there, © for hur did (heat hur landlord 
this morning ; for in hur ſhix eggs, which 
hur had, hur had two ſhickens, and hur 
paid never a varding for them.??? 

A youth ſtanding by while his father 
was at play, and obſerving him to loſe a 

| good 
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good deal of money, burſt out into tears. 


His father aſked the reaſon way he wept ! ? 


&« O, fir, (ſaid he) [have heard that Alex- 


ander the Great wept when he was told 


that his father had conquered a great 
many towns, cities, and countries, fearing 
he would leave him nothing to win. 

« But I weep for fear you ſhould lens 
me nothing to loſe,” 

A drunken fellow having made away 
with all his goods, except his feather-bed, 
was at length obliged to part with that 
too; for which being reproved by ſome 
friends, « Phoo, (faid he) I am very well, 
and why ſhould I keep my bed?“ 

A droll fellow, who had a wooden leg, 


being in company with one who was 


ſomewhat ſoft and credulons, the latter 
aſked the former, how he came to have a 
wooden leg? © Why, (lays the fellow) 
my father Had one, and my grandfather 
before him: it runs in the blood.“ 

In a cauſs tried in the King's Bench, 
a witneſs was produced who had a very 
red noſe, and one of the counſel, who had a 


D 4 ſtock 


2 * US 
os x > 8 


. 
4 1 
* 
4 
SF 


48 THE YOUTHFUL JESTER. 


ſtock of aſſurance, being deſirous to put 
him out of countenance, called out to 
him after he was ſworn, „Well, let us 
hear what you have to ſay with your cop- 
per noſe,” “ Why, fir, (replied he) by 
the oath I have taken, I would not ex- 
change my copper noſe for your brazen 


face.” This brought ſuch a laugh on 


the lawyer, that he ſaid little more in the 
courſe of that cauſe, 

A genileman having lent a guinea for 
two or three days to a perſon, whoſe pro- 
miſes he had not much faith in, was ver 
much ſurpriſed to find he punctually paid 
bim. The ſame perſon being ſoon after 
deſirous of borrowing a large ſum, “ No, 
(faid the other) you have deceived me + 
once, and I am relolved you ſhall not do 
it a ſecond time.“ | X 

In a company of merry companions 
over a chearful bowl, when different 
toaſts were going round, a gentleman, 
whoſe name was Brown, toaſted an ab- 
ſent lady, which he had done for many 
years, though he never had the courage 


you Can. 
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to ſpeak to her, upon which one who fat 


next to him ſaid, «I believe, fir, you have 


toaſted that lady ſeven years at laſt, and 
it is ſurpriſing the is not Brown yet. 
Some repartees, which, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, ought not to be brought under the 
head of jeſts, yet, for the readineſs of 
thought, are ſomewhat better. Of this 
ſort was the anſwer made by Sir Robert 
Sutton to the father of the late king of 
Pruſſia, on his afking him, at a review of 
his tall grenadiers, if he could fay that an 


equal number of Engliſhmen could beat 


them. No, fir, (anſwered Sir Robert) 


1 will not pretend to ſay that, but I be- 


lieve half the number would try.“ 

A gentleman being arreſted for a large 
ſum, fent to an acquaintance, who had 
often profeſſed great*friend{hip to him, 
to beg he would be his bail. The other 


told him, that he had promiſed never to. 


be bail for any man; but with much 
kindnefs ſaid, “I will tell you what you 
may do, you may get ſomebody elſe, if 
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A gentleman iatending to build a houſe, 
deſired the judgment of his workmen as 
to the coſt. They aſſured him it would 
not exceed 200 pounds, that ſum would 
be the outſide. Indeed, ſo the gentleman 
found it; for he had all the in/zde of his 
houſe to finiſh, after the two hundred 
pounds were expended. 


An honeſt Highlander, walking along 
Holborn, heard a voice cry, Rogue 
Scot ! Rogue Scot !“ His northern blood 
inſtantly fired at the inſult, he drew his 
broad ſword, looking round him on ever 
ſide, to diſcover the object of his indig- 
nation, At laſt he found it came from 
a parrot perched in a balcony within his 
reach, but the generous Scot, diſdainin 
to ſtain his truſty. blade with ſuch ignoble 
blood, puts up his ſword again, with a 
four ſmile, ſaying, „Gin ye were a man 
as ye're a green gooſe, I would ſplit your 
weem.” | # 


Two Oxford ſcholars, meeting on the 
road with a Yorkfhire hoſtler, began to 
* banter 
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banter him, and one of them told the fel- 
low he would prove him to be a horſe or 
an aſs. « Well, (ſaid the hoſtler) and [I 
can prove your ſaddle a mule,” “ A 
mule ! (cried one of them) how can that 
be?“ — «Becauſe (replied the hoſtler) it is 
ſometimes between a horſe and an aſs,” = 
The two ſcholars rode away without ſay- 
ing a word more. 

A dignified clergyman, going down to 
his living to ſpend the ſummer, met near 
his hauls as you here ſee, a comical old 
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chimney- ſweeper, with whom he uſed to 
chat.” So, John, (ſays the doctor) from 
whence come you? “ From your houſe 
(ſays Mr. Soot) for this morning I have 
{wept all your chimnies.” * How many 
were there ?” ſays the doctor, « No 
leſs than twenty, quoth John.“ Well, 
and how much a chimney have you?“ 
Inly a ſhilling a-piece, ſir.“ ! Why 
(quoth the doctor) you have earned a 
great deal of money in a little time.“ 
„Ves, yes, (lays John, throwing his bag 
of foot over his ſhoulders) we black coats 


. „ 
get our money eaſily enough. 


An old woman, who was famous for 
ſelling ale at Oxford, and to whoſe houſe 


there reſorted many of the ſcholars, ſeve- 


ral of them remarked, that they never 
ſaw their landlady at church. They there- 
fore inſiſted, if ſhe valued their cuſtom, 
and hoped to have the continuance of 
it for the future, that on the ſucceeding 
and every Sunday following, ſhe ſhould 
conſtantly be there. She, like a woman 
who valued her intereſt more than her 

| religion, 
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religion, told them that ſne would very wil- 
lingly comply with their requeſts, —Ac- 
cordingly, when Sunday came, ſhe ar- 
rayed herſelf in her beſt apparel], and, tak- 
ing her ancient claſp Bible, proceeded in 
great form to church; but, being unuſed 
to the place, in ſermon time ſhe fell faſt 
aſleep, and unluckily let her Bible fall, 
which making a great noife, awakened 
her. She had forgotten where ſhe was, 
and thinking that ſhe was at home, and 
that her maids had done ſome miſchief, 
ſhe ſtarted up in a great paſſion, and ex- 
claimed aloud, © 80 you careleſs flut, 
there is another jug broken, is there ? 


An arch priſoner, who had an unfa- 
vourable countenance, being brought to 
the bar to be tried for ern HEE the 
judge immediately cried out, © Oh ! here 
is a noted villain, I am ſure ! Why, ſir- 
rah, I can ſee the rogue in your face!“ 
—<« Ay, my lord, (ſays the fellow) I 
wonder at that; for I did not know my 

| face 
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face wrs a looking- glaſs till your lordſhip 
ſaw yourſelf in it.” 


A gentleman meeting the king's jeſ- 
ter, aſked him what news? „ Why, 
Sir, (replied he) there are forty thouſand 
men riſen to-day.” © I pray to what 
end ? (ſaid the other) and what do they 
intend?“ “ Why, to lay down again at 
night!“ 

An Engliſh gentleman being taken ill 
of a yellow fever at Jamaica, a lady in- 
directly hinted to him, in the preſence of 
an Iriſh phyſician that attended him, the 
propriety of making his will, in a coun- 
try where people were fo apt to die.ä— 
The phyſician, thinking his judgment 
was called in queſtion, tartly replied, 
& By St. Patrick, madam, I wiſh you 
would tell me that country where people 


do not die, and I will go and end my 
days there.“ 


On a time when Ogle was in want of 
a pair of boots to mount guard in, he 
went into a ſhocmaker's ſhop, and aſked 


for 
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for a pair of boots, which were brought 
him. They fitting him, he walked up 
and down the ſhop, to ſettle them to his 
feet ; and, ſeeing an opportunity, he ran 
out of the ſhop, and the thoemaker fol- 
lowed him, crying, “ Stop thief! ſtop 
thief ”” Ogle ſaid, No, gentlemen, it 
is for a wager: I am to run in boots, 

and he in ſhoes and ſtockings.” Then 
ſaid the mob, “ Well run, boots, for 
ſhoes and ſtockings will never overtake 
thee.” 


A gentleman meeting with his god- 
ſon, aſked him whither he was going 
« To ſchool,” replies the boy, “ That 
is well, (ſaid he) there is ſix-pence for 
you: follow thy learning apace, and I 


may live to hear thee preach my funeral 
ſermon.” 


A perſon, ſeeing his ſon in miſchief, 
cried out, “ Sirrah, did you ever ſee me 
do ſo when I was of your age?“ 


A tradeſman newly made mayor of a 
little town in the north, meeting with 5 
0 
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old acquaintance while he was mending 
his hedge, who ſpoke to him, and by ac- 
cident kept his hat off, imagined it was 
done out of reſpe& to his new dignity : 
upon which, bridling and compoling his 
muſcles with great gravity, he ſaid, Put 
on your hat, Sir, put on your hat; I am 
{ill but a man.” 


One perſon told another, who was not 

uſed to be cloathed often, that his new 
coat was too /hort. for him. © That is 
true, (ſaid he) but it will be long enough 
before I get another.” 


A gentleman eating ſome Cheſhire 
cheeſe pretty full of maggots, took ſe- 
veral on the point of a knife, and eat 
them. Nov, (ſaid he to ſome of his 
friends) I have deſtroyed at once more 
than ever Sampſon did,” —* Ay, Sir, 
(faid an arch wag) ſo you have; and with 


the fame weapon too, the jaw-bone of an 
aſs,” 


A certain juſtice of the peace, ſeeing 
a pariſon on a very ſtately horſe, riding 
| deines 
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between London and Hampſtead, ſaid to 
ſome gentlemen who were with him, 
Do you ſee what a beautiful horſe that 
proud prieſt has got? I'll banter him a 
little. Doctor, (ſaid he) you do not fol- 
low the example of your great Maſter, 
who was humbly content to ride upon 
an aſs.” “ Why, really, Sir, (replied 
the parſon) the king has made ſo many 
aſſes juſtices, that an honeſt clergyman 
can hardly find one to ride, if he had 4 
mind to it.“ 


Two neighbouring gentlemen of equal 
fortune, and remarkable for their avarice, 
were diſtinguiſhed in their pariſh by the 
name of Crib and Starve-guts. Mr, 
Crib often viſited his neighbour, and was 
as often viſited by him; but, as they had 
both the fame end in view, they never 
aſked each other to eat or drink "Thus 
they went on together very amicably, 
till Crib was one day preſent at his 
friend's, when a man came to pay the 
intereit of a thouſand pounds which 
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raiſed Mr. Crib's envy fo much, that he 
left the room, and went home ; but re- 
turned in the evening to Mr, Starve- 
guts, in order to learn ſome of his ſaving 
maxims, When Crib came in, he found 
him writing a letter by a farthing candle. 
He was no ſooner fat down, than Mr 

' Starve=guts put it out. How now 
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(ſays Crib) what is that for?“ To which 
Starve-guts replied, © Cannot we talk as 
well in the dark?“ = Faith, neighbour, 
(lays Crib) you are an excellent econo- 
miſt. I with you would teach me ſome 
of your rules? -“ Why, friend, (lays 
Starve-guts) one of my chief maxims is, 
never to ſpend more than is necefary 
witneſs the candle.“ Right,“ quoth 
Crib, I remember, (ſays Starve- guts) 
the ſaving of an old philoſopher, which 
ought to be written in letters of gold, 
namely, That whatever is unneceſſary, is 
dear at a farthing.”—< Right! (quoth 
Crib) Thank you neighbour. Egad, I 
will ſet this down.“ —“ Now we are 
talking of ſaving, (ſays Starve-guts) let 
me aſk you one queſtion; for, you muſt 
know, there is a great difference between 
being covetous and being ſaving : for my 
part, there is nothing I hate more than 
a ſtingy man. But to my queſtion: Pray, 
friend Crib, do you ſhave yourſelf ?”” — 
« What, do you take me for a fool?“ 
quc Crib, „Well, well, (ſaid Starve- 
| E 2 guts) 
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guts) do not be in a paſſion, I did but 
ac: but what do you do with the la- 
ther? —©<. Why, fling it away, (ſays 
Crid) what do you think?“ - Why, 
there it is now | (ſays Starve-guts) that 
is enough to ruin any man! why, I al- 

ways waſh half a dozen handkerchiefs 
and a night-cap in mine, and then lave it 
to walh my ſtockings.“ 


When the diſtinguiſhed duelliſt, G. R. 
Fitzgerald, was in Paris, the Engliſh 


nba aſtador introduced him to the French 
ing. Prior to this introduction, the 


70 baſſador informed his Majeſty, Mr. 
Fitzgerald was a man of ſuch amazing 
prowels, that he fought thirty ducis, 
and behaved equally brave and honour- 


able in them all. Then, I think, (ſays 


the king, with a ſmile) this nentleman' 5 
life would make an admirable appendix 


to your renowned countryman's hiſtory 
of Jack the Giant Killer.” 


When Sir Thomas Moore was am- 


valiavor from Henry the Eighth tg the 


einperor 
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7 emperor of Morocco, the morning he 
was to have an audience, he called for a 
bumper of ſack, drank it, and aſked for 
+ another. The ſervant would have di- 
> YN  ſuaded him from it, but could not. He 

N drank that off, and afterwards a third. 
He then inſiſted on a fourth; but, being 
over-perſuaded by his ſervant, he let it 
alone, When he returned from his au- 
dience, „ You rogue, (ſaid he to his 
man) what miſchief have you done me 
I ſpoke fo well to the emperor, on the 
inſpiration of the three glaſlcs I drank, 
that he told me, I was fit ro goyern find 
parts of the world. Now, you wretch, 
had I drank the fourth glaſs, I thould 
have been fit to govern the "abi world!“ 


The Duke of D. on his return from 
Hyde- park one morning, met with Lord 
Coneſterheld in a very fickly ſtate, taking 
the air in his carriage. The Duke and 
the Earl had not long converſed toge- 
ther, when Foote rode up to enquire af- 
ter his Lordſhip's health, © Well, Foote, 

{aid 
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(faid the witty Earl) what part do you 
play to- night?“ “ Lady Dowager 
Whitfield,“ replied the wag. „I am 
going to cut a figure myſelf,” ſaid his 
rdſhip. * You have long cut a ſplen- 
did figure, my Lord,“ ſaid Foote. It 
may be fo, (replied his Lordſhip, with a 
imile) but I am now, Sir, rehearſing the 
principal character in The Funeral.“ 


The ancients ſpoke of humanity in a 
much leſs ſtudied phraſe than we; but 
they knew better than we how to prac- 
tiſe it. There is a paſſage in Plutarch, 
which may be applied to them and us 
with propriety, and which Dr. Johnſon 
has particularly handed down to our no- 
tice. At the theatre in Athens, a vener- 
able old man was looking about for a 
feat, which ſome young ones at a diſ- 
tance perceiving, they beckoned him to 


come to them, intimating they would 


make room for him ; but when he came 
near them, they filled up their ſeat, and 


made a jeſt of him, "Phe old man went 


from 
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from ſeat to ſeat in great confuſton, be- 
ing all the while ridiculed by the Athe- 
nian youth. However, the Spartan am- 
baſſadors being preſent, and ſeeing his 
diſtreſs, roſe up, and placed him honour- 
ably in the midſt of them. The tranſ- 
action was noticed by the whole audi- 
ence, and the behaviour of the Spartans 
was received with univerſal applauſe, 
while the old man {hook his head, and 
exclaimed, What a pity the Athenians 
ſhould know what good manners are, but 
that the Lacedemonians only ſhould put 


them in practice!“ 


The late Lord O. being under the cor- 
rection of his ſchool-maſter, received 


the following reproachful accompany- 


ment with the rod: “ One of your an- 
ceſtors invented an orrery, and another 
of them gave to the world a tranflation 
of-Pliny ; but you, I fear, will never in- 
vent any thing but miſchief, nor tranſ- 
late any thing but an idle boy into a fool- 

| E ith 
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iſh man: ſo that inſtead of myrtle, you 
ſhall be honoured with birch,” 


An Italian biſhop ſtruggled through 
great difhculties without repining, and 
met with much oppoſition in the diſcharge 
of his'cpiicopal functions. An intimate 
friend oi bis, who admired thoſe virtues 
which he thought it impoſſible to imitate, 
one day aſked the prelate, it he could 
communicate to him the ſecret of being 
always eaſy. © Yes, (replied the old 
man) I can teach you my ſecret, and 
with great facility: it conſiſts in nothing 
more than making a right uſe of my 
eyes.” His friend begged him to explain 
himſelf. “ Moſt willingly, (replied the 
biſhop.) Jn whatever ſtate I am, I firſt 
of all look up to heaven, and remember, 
that my principal buſineſs here is to pre- 
pare for my journey thither. I then look 
down upon the earth, and call to mind 
how ſmali a ſpace I ſhall occupy in it 
when I come to be interred. I then 
look abroad into the world, and obſerve 
what 
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what multitudes there are, who, in al] 
reſpects, are more unhappy than myſelf, 
Thus I learn where true happineſs 1s 
placed, where all our cares muſt end, 
and how little reaſon I have to repine or 
complain.” 

The late Duke of Ancaſter, when 
Lord Lindſay, went into Lincolnſhire 
to raiſe men for the ſervice in America. 
During his ſtay in that country, he fo 
eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his 
generolity and aftability, that he gained 
the good-will not only of all the gentry, 
but of every individual in the neighbour- 
hood, So captivating was his manner 
among the lower ranks of people, that 
every day he made a freſh acquiſition of 
recruits. Among the reſt a country fel- 
low, the only fon of an old widow wo- 
man, from whoſe induſtry ſhe derived 
her ſupport, in imitation of the example 
of ſome of his companions, in the 
hour of gaiety, inliſted into the ſer- 
vice. The report of it ſoon reach- 
ed the ears of his mother, who next 
morning 
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morning waited on his Lordſhip, and re- 
queſting a diſcharge for her ſon, repre- 
ſenting to him her "ſituation in the mot 
lively colours, while the tears ran down 
her aged and furrowed cheeks. His Lord- 
ſhip, with that tenderneſs peculiar to 
himſelf, turned upon his heel to conceal 
his emotion. When he had recovered 
himſelf, he turned, took the poor wo- 
man by the hand, and taking five guineas 
from his pocket, gave them to her, 
ſaying, „Good woman, you are poor 
take this from this moment your ſon is 
- diſcharged; for the king, my maſter, 
never wiſhes to recruit his forces by op- 
prefling the widow, or the helpleſs. 


A gentleman riding down a ſteep hill, 
and being afraid the foot of it was bog- 
giſh, called out to a clown that was 
ditching, and aſked him, if it were hard 
at the bottom, The fellow replicd, 
« Ay, ay, it is very hard at the bottom, 
Ii! warrant you.” This encouraged 
the gentleman to ride confidently down 


the 
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the hill; but, in fix or ſeven yards ſtep- 
ping, his horſe ſunk up to the belly in a 
bog, which made the gentleman kick 
a whip „and abuſe the fellow, who was 
ſtill within hearing; and to whom he 
called out, © You country rogue, did not 


5 
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you tell me it was hard at the bottom?“ 
The ditcher anſwered,“ Yes, I did, and 
ſo it is, Sir; but you are not at the bot- 
tom yet by a mile.“ 


A dra- 
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A dragoon was ſhot in Dublin for de- 


ſertion, and taking away his horſe and 


accoutrements at the ſame time. When on 
his trial, an officer aſked him what could 
induce him to take his horſe away. To 
which he anſwered, that he ran away 
with him. What (ſaid the officer) 
did you do with the money you ſold him 
for?“ That, and pleaſe your honour, 
(faid the fellow) ran away alſo,” 


A poor woman, who had ſeen better 
days, underſtanding from ſome of her 
acquaintance, that Dr. Goldſmith had 
ſtudied phyſic, and hearing of his great 
bumanity, ſolicited him in a letter to 
ſend her ſomething for her huſband, who 
had loſt his appetite, and was reduced to 
a molt melancholy ſtate by"continual an- 
guiſh, The good-natured poet waited 
or. her inſtantly, and after ſome diſcourſe 
with his patient, found him ſinking faſt- 
into the worſt of ſickneſs, poverty. The 
doctor told them they thould hear from 


him in an hour, when he ſhould ſend 
ſome 
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ſome piils which he believed would prove 
efficacious, He immediately went home, 
and put ten guineas into a chip box, 
with the following label: © Thele mult 
be prudently uſed as your necefũties re- 
quire. Be patient, and of good: heart.“ 
He ſent his ſervant with this preſcription 
to the comfortleſs mourner, who found it 
contained a remedy ſuperior to any thing 
Galen, or his whole tribe of pupils, could 
adminiſter for his relief. 


Dr. Sheridan, the celebrated friend of 
Swift, had a cuſtom of ringing his ſcho— 
lars to prayers, in the ſchool- room, at a 
certain hour every day. The boys were 
one day very devoutly at prayers, except 
one, who was ſtifling a laugh as well as 

he could, which aroſe from ſeeing a rat 
deſcending from the bell-rope into the 
room. The poor boy could hold out 
no longer, but burſt into an immoderate 
fit of laughter, which ſet the others a- 
going, when he pointed to the cauſe. 
Sheridan was ſo provoked, that he de- 

I garcd 
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clared he would whip them all, if the 
principal culprit were not pointed out to 
him, which was immediately done, The 
poor pupil of Momus was immediately 
hoiſted, and his poſteriors laid bare to the 
rod, The witty ſchoolmaſter then told 
him, if he ſaid any thing tolerable on the 
occaſion, as he looked on him as the 
greateſt dunce in his ſchcol, he would 
forgive him. The trembling culprit, 
with very little heſitation, addreſſed his 
maſter with the following beautitul dif- 
tich 

1 here was a rat for want of ſtairs, 

Came down a rope to go to prayers, 
Sheridan inſtantly dropped the rod, and 
inſtead of whipping, gave him half a 
crown. 

The late Marchioneſs of Taviſtock, 
mother to the preſent Duke of Bedford, a 
ſhort time previous to her death, when 
ſhe was preparing to go to Liſbon for the 
recovery of her health, a conſultation of 
phyſicians was held at Bedford-houſe ; 
when one of the gentlemen preient de- 

| fired, 
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fired, whilſt he felt her pulſe, that ſne 


would open her hand. Her frequent re- 
fuſals occaſioned him to take the liberty 
of forcing . the fingers gently aſunder, 
when he perceived ſhe had ſhut them to 
conceal the miniature picture of the mar- 
quis, „O madam, (laid the phyſician) 
my preſcriptions muſt be uſeleſs, if your 
ladyſhip is determined to keep before your 
eyes the repreſentationof an object, which 
though deſervedly dear to you, ſerves only 
to confirm the violence of your illneſs.” 
J have kept the picture (anſwered 
the Marchioneſs) either in my boſom or 
in my hand, ever ſince the death of m 

dear Lord; and thus I am determined to 
preſerve it, till I fortunately drop after 
him into the grave.” | 


The following whimſical accident | 
happened the firſt ſeaſon of the re- | 
preſentation of the Fair Penitent. Lo- 
thario, after he is killed by Altamont, | 
in the fourth act, lies dead by proxy in j 
the fifth, raiſed on a bier covered with 


black 
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black, and the face whitened by the barber, 
the coat and perriwig (for players ap- 

peared in perriwigs in thoſe days) gene- 
rally filled by one of the dreſſers. Moſt 
of the capital actors in the eſtabliſhed 
theatres have dreſſers to themſclves, 
though they are paid by the manager, to 
be ready on all occaſions for ſtage guards, 
attendants, &, Mr. Powel played Lo- 
thario, and one Warren his dreſler, 
claimed a right of lying for his maſter, 
and of performing the dead part of Lo- 
thario, which he propoſed to act to the 
beſt advantage, though Powel was igno- 
rant of the matter. The fifth act began, 
and went on with its uſual applauſe ; but 
about the middle of the diſtreſsful ſcene, 
Powel called for his man Warren, wha 
as loudly replied from the bier on the 
{tags, „ Here, fir !” Powel, who, as 1 
before. obſerved, was ignorant of the part 
this man was doing, repeated without 
loſs of time, © Come here this moment, 
ou ſcoundtel, or will break every bone in 
your ſkin!“ Warren Knew his haſty tem- 
per; 


* 
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per; therefore, without any reply, jumped 
off with all his ſables about him, which 
unfortunately were tied faſt to the handles 
of the bier, and dragged after him. But 
this was not all: th&jaugh and roar began 
among the audience, till it frightened 
poor Warren ſo much, that, with the 
bier at his tail, he threw down Califta, 
(Mrs, Barry) and overwhelmed her 
with the table, lamps, books, and bones, 
together with all the lumber of the char- 
nei-houſe. He tugged till he broke off 
his trammels, aud made his eſcape, and 
the play at once ended with immoderate 
fits of laughter. Even the grave Mr, 
Betterton 


Smil'd in the tumult, and enjoy'd the ſtorm. 


But he would not let the Fair Pemiteat be 
played any more that ſeaſon, till poor 
Warren's conduct was ſomething for- 
gotten. 


Some years ago, a ſtranger, dreſſed in 
a plain citizen's attire, took his ſeat at - 
* 
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the Pharo-table, at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
when the bank was proclaimed more than 
commonly rich. After having ſome lit- 
tle time engaged in the common play of 
the table, he challenged the bank, and 
toſſed his pocket-book to the banker, that 
he might not queſtion his abilities of pay- 
ment, in caſe he loſt. The banker, ſur- 
priſed at the boldneſs of the adventurer, 
and no leſs fo at his ordinary appearance, 
at firſt heſitated to accept the challenge ; 
but, on opening the book, and ſecing 
| bills to a prodigious amount, and on the 
ſtranger ſternly and repeatedly inſiſting on 
his compliance with the laws of the game, 
with much reluctance, he prepared the 
cards for the great event. The ſurpriſe 
was naturally great, and all eyes were 
attentive on the affrighted banker, who, 
while the ranger ſet unruffled and un- 
concerned, turned up the card, which 
decided his ruin, and the ſtranger's ſucceſs, 
The table was of courſe immediately bro- 
ken up, and the winner in triumph, with 
perfect coolneſs and fercnity of features, 

turned 
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turned to a perſon who ſtood at his elbow, 
to whom he gave orders for the charge of 
the money. Heavens! (exclaimed an 
old infirm officer in the Auſtrian ſervice, 
and who ſat next to him at the table) if I 
had the twentieth part of your ſucceſs 
this night, I ſhould be the happieſt man 
in the univerſe,” —< If thou wiſheſt to be 


this happy man, (replied the ſtranger 
briſkly) thou ſhalt, have it.“ Then, 


without waiting for his reply, py 
fiom the room, Some little time after 

wards, the entrance of a ſervant aftoniſhs 
ed the company, as much with the extra- 
ordinary generoſity of the ſtranger, and 


with his peculiar good fortune, by pre- 


ſenting the Auſtrian officer with the 
twentieth part of the bank. „ Take 
this, fir, (laid the ſervant) mv maſter re- 
quires no anſwer.” And he ſuddenly left 
him, without exchanginganyother words. 
The next morning it was rumoured at 
Aix-la- Chapelle, that the King of Pruſſia 
had entered the town in diſguiſe ; : and, 
on the recollection of his perſon, the 


F 2 town 
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town ſoon recognized him to be the ſuc- 
ceſsful ſtranger at the Pharo-table. 


Dr: Thompſon was 2 peculiar ſloven, 
and, in the practice of a phyſician, an 
utter and declared enemy to muffins, 
which he always forbid his patients. — 
Being one day on a viſit to Lord Mel- 
combe, at Hammerſmith, with Mr. Gar- 
rick, Mr. P. Whitehead, &c. the com- 
pany were aſſembled at breakfaſt long 
before the doctor appeared. Jult as he 
entered the room, in an uncouth habit, 
Lord Melcombe uncovered a plate of 
muffins, which Thompſon fixing his eyes 
upon, with ſome indignation, ſaid, My 
Lord, did not I beſeech your Lordſhip 
before, never to ſuffer a muffin in your 
houſe ? To which his Lordſhip archly 
replied, Doctor, I have an utter aver- 
ſion to muffins and raggamufins.” The 
pleaſantry of the turn, at the doctor's ex- 
pence, ſet the table in a roar. 


In the war of Flanders, when the Earl 
of Stair was COMMANCET in chief, after 
a ſcvere 
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a ſevere battle, which laſted from morn- 
ing till evening, and terminated in fa= 
vour of the Britiſh troops, a veteran ſol- 
dier, exceſſively fatigued, was reſting on 
his arms, and looking very grave. Lord 
Stair coming by, aſked him why he look- 
ed fo dull? “* Dull! your honour, I am 
not dull, I am only thinking what a ter- 
rible- hard day's work I have done for a 

groat !*” . | 
The late Earl of Chatham, who bore 
no good-will to a certain phylician, was 
rallying him one day about the inefacacy 
of his preſcriptions. To, which the doc- 
tor replied, he defied any one of his pa- 
tients to find fault with him. I believe 
you, (replied the witty Earl) for they are 

all dead,” | | 

Judge Burnet, ſon of the famous bi- 
ſhop of Saliſbury, when young, is ſaid 
to have been of a wild and diſſipated 
turn, Being one day found by his fa- 
ther in a very ſerious humour, © What 
is the matter with you, Tom? (ſaid the 
' & biſhop.) 


78 THE YOUTHFUL JESTER. 


biſhop.) On what are you ruminating ?” 
A greater work than your lordſhip's 
Hiſtory of the Reformation,“ anſwered 
the fon, © Ay, what is that?“ faid the 
father. „The reformation of myſelf, 
my Lord,” anſwered the fon. 

When the late Ducheſs of Kingſton 
withed to be received at/the court of 
Berlin, ſhe got the Ruſſian miniſter there 
to mention her intentions to his Pruſſian 
majeſty, and to tell him, at the ſame time, 
that her fortune was at Rome, her bark 
at Venice, but that her heart was at Ber- 
lin, Immediately on hearing which, the 
king farcaſtically replied, ** beg, fir, 
you will make my comphments to her 
grace, and inform her that I am ſorry we 


are intruſted only with the worſt part of 


her property.“ 3 

A Sultan, amuſing himfelf with walk - 
ing, obſerved a derviſe ſitting with a ha- 
man ſkull in his lap. The re verend old 
man, not obſerving his majeſty, was 
looking very earneſtly at the ſkull, and 
4 a 2 appeared 
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appeared to be in a profound reverie, as 
you here ſec. His attitude and manner 
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ſurpriſed the Sultan, who approached him, 
and demanded the cauſe of his being fo 
deeply in reflection. “ Sire, (ſaid the 
dervile) this ſkull was preſented to me 
this morning, and I have from that mo- 

ment been endeavouring, in vain, to diſ- 
cover, whether it is the ſkull of a power- 
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ful monarch, like your majeſty, or of a 
poor derviſe, like myſelf.” _ 

The earl of Dorſet, having 2 great 
defire to ſpend_ an evening with Butler, 
the celebrated author of Hudibras, ſpoke 


to Mr. Fleetwocd Shepherd to introduce 


him. The three wits, ſome time after, 
accordingly met at a tavern, when, upon 
the firſt bottle, Butler was rather flat; 
on the ſecond, he broke out the man of 
wit and reading; and on the third, re- 
lapſed into a tameneſs of converſation, 
very inferior to the author af Hudibras. 
The next morning, Shepherd aſked his 
lordſhip how he liked his friend Butler? 
« do not know any thing better to com- 
pare him to, (ſaid his lordſhip) than a 
nine-pin, little at both ends, but great in 
the middle.“ | 

Milton was aſked by a friend, whether 
he intended to inſtruct his daughter in the 
different languages. To which he re- 


plied, “ No, fir, one tongue is ſufficient 


The 


or a Woman,” 
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The following ludicrous, though true 


circumſtance, happened a few months 
fince, Mr. C—n, of Chigwell, in Ef- 


ſex, ſent a fine hare to his friend in Lon- 


don. The man, by whom it was ſent, 
having occaſion, ſtopped at a houſe near 
Stratford, called for a pint of beer, and 
went backwards. In the mean time, the 
landlord cruelly killed his cat, and put 
it into the baſket in lieu of the hare, 
which he concealed. "Ihe man purſued 
his journey, and, on his arrival at the 
gentleman's houſe in town, ſent in the 
baſket, He was preſently called in him- 
ſelf, and aſked if he had ſtopped on the 
road. He anſwered in the affirmative, 
and the matter was ſoon cleared up, to 
the ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment of the poor 
fellow. However, he received a reward, 
with thanks to his maſter for the intend- 


ed preſent. He marched back with the 


cat, called again at the pot-houſe, where 
he found only the ſervant girl, and a pot 
boiling, He called for another pint, and 
ſent the girl for a pennyworth of to- 
bacco. 
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bacco. In the mean time, he took a fine 
large piece of beef dut of the pot, put in 
the cat, and ſet off immediately, perfectly 
well ſatisfied with his revenge. 

A gentleman, who called to pay a 
morning viſit to Mr, Foote, took no- 
tice of a buſt of Mr. Garrick on 2 bu- 
reau. It may here be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that Mr. Garrick was reckoned 
rather of a penurious diſpoſition, “ Do 
you know my reaſons, (ſays Foote) for 
making Garrick ſtand centry there? — 
« No,” replied his friend, „I placed 
him there, (reſumed the wit) to take cate 
of my money ; for heaven knows I can- 
not take care of it myſelf,” 

Foote, whoſe talents lay in lampoon- 
ing, and mimickry, even in his early days, 
had once got the knack of imitating a 
late general officer in the ſhrug of his 
ſhoulders, the liſping of his ſpeech, and 
ſome other things, for which the general 
was remarkable; ſo that it grew a com- 
mon topic among his acquaintances, m_ 

uſe« 
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uſed to fay, Come, Sam, let us have 
the general's company.” A friend at 
length acquainted the officer of it, who 
ſent for Foote. © Sir, (fays the gentle- 
man), I hear you have an excellent talent 
at mimicking characters ; and, among 
the reſt, I find I have been the ſubject 
of your ridicule,” —< O fir, (ſaid Foote, 
with great pleaſantry), I take all my ac- 
quaintances off at times; and, what is 
more particular, I often take myſelf off. 
—< Od ſo, (ſaid the gentleman), pray 
let us have a ſpecimen.“ Foote, on this, 
put on his hat and gloves, takes hold of 
his cane, and making a ſhort bow, left 
the room. The officer waited ſome mi- 
nutes for his return; but at length, on 
enquiry, he found he had really. taken 
himſelf off, by leaving the houſe. The 
officer was Gen. Blakeney, with whom 
he was afterwards in the ſtricteſt friend- 


ſhip. 


Lady W. is celebrated in Scotland for 
wit and beauty, Happening to be at an | 
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aſſembly in Edinburgh, a young gentle- 
man, the ſon of his majeſty's printer, 
who had the patent for publiſhing Bibles, 
made his appearance, dreſſed in green 
and gold. Being a new face, and ex- 
tremely elegant, he attracted the atten- 
tion of the whole company. A general 
murmur prevailed in the room, to learn 
who he was. T.ady W. inſtantly made 
anſwer, loud enough to be heard, Oh! 
do not you know him? It is young Bi- 
ble, bound in calf and gilt - but not let- 
tered !”? 


At the laſt coronation, a gentleman 
paid ſix guineas for a feat in Weſtmin- 
ſter Abbey. The inſtant the king en- 
tered, the gentleman turned to another 
beſide him, and proteſted, that he conſi- 
dered himſelf as the greateſt fool in Bri- 
tain. On the other aſking him his rea- 
ſon, he replied, « Why, fir, I have paid 
ſix guineas for a ſeat here; when his 
majeſty, who can much better afford it, 
comes in for a crown /”* . 

| When 
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When Louis the Fourteenth came to 
the throne, he was remarkably obſtinate, 
and it could not be known whether he 
took advice of any one. He had no 
2 council, nor any private coun- 
ellor, One day, being hunting on a 
very ſmall horſe, Cardinal Mazarin free 
quently repeated, What a very ſtrong 
horſe that. muſt be?“ -“ Why ſo, my 
good cardinal ?” replied the king. 
« Why, fire, (anſwered his eminence), 
it not only carries your majeſty, but the 
whole body of your council!“ From 
that time the king took the hint, and, of 
courle, advice, and became a great mo- 
narch. | 


Voltaire's ſtage heroes and heroines, 
at his theatre at Ferney, were made 
up of the butler, coachman, groom, 
dairy-maid, cook, &c. When any paſ- 
ſage went wrong, he never failed to pro- 
claim it, and would croſs the ſtage in his 
night-cap and gown, to ſcold at an em- 
preſs, or pull the cap of a queen. His 

coachman 
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coachman not entering time enough to 
lay him down gently in the hour of 
death, in the character of a Turkiſh ſlave, 
he changed his tragic part into comic 
reaſoning, and waimſically aſked him ſor 
a receipt in full of all demands: “ For I 
am ſure, (ſaid Voltaire), I muſt bein 
your debt, or you would not have uſed 
me fo, as to let me die thus like a beg- 
gar.” 


Foote, who could never keep any very 
valuable article long out of a pawnbro- 
ker's ſhop, was made a preſent of a ver 
handſome ſervice of plate, which he ex- 
hibited a few days after to a ſplendid 
company, who dined with him at North- 
end. One of the noblemen was particu- 
larly ſmitten with the faſhion of it, and 
begged to know what it coſt him.— 
“ Upon my word, (replied the wit), I 
cannot anſwer that queſtion; but if your 
lordſhip will favour me with a viſit in a 
few days, I can tell you pretty nearly what 
it is worth,” 
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A certain biſhop being at court, and 
obſerving a lady, who was very corpu- 
lent, talking to the late Princels Dow- 
aver of Wales, and at the other end of 
the room a very genteel youth, both of 
whom were ſtrangers to him, he addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to the young gentleman with 
a very infinuating air. After ſome com- 


- pliments, he aſked him, if he knew who 


that /at ſow wat, who was in diſcourſe with 


her royal highneſs.“ “ Yes, my lord, 


(replied the youth with great modeſty,) 
that fat ſow is the ambaſladreſs of Swe- 
den, and mother to the little pig, who 


his now the, honour to ſpeak to your 
lordihip.?? 


A French writer, ſome ſay Voltaire, 
having lampooned a nobleman, was 
caned by him for his licentious wit. 


The author applying to the Duke of Or- 


leans, then regent, and begging him to 


do him juſtice, the Duke replied, with a 
ſmile, “ Sir, it has been done already.” 


When 
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When Pope Clement XIV. (Ganga- 
nelli) aſcended the papal chair, the am- 
baſladors of the different ſtates waited on 
him with congratulations, When they 
were introduced, they bowed, and he 
returned the compliment by bowing 
likewiſe. The maſter of the ceremo- 
nies told his highneſs, he ſhould not have 


returned their ſalute, -< Oh! I cry your 


mercy, (ſaid the good Pontiff,) 1 have 
not been Pope long enough to forget 
good manners,” 


Lord Townſhend, when young, being 
at the battle of Dettinghen, as he was 
marching down pretty cloſe to the ene- 
my, was fo very thoughtful, (as uſual 
with moſt officers on their firſt battle, ) 
that he appeared to take no notice of a 
drummer's head that was ſhot off juſt 
before him, though he received ſome of 
the brains on his coat. A veteran of- 
fcer obſerving this, went up to him, 
and endeavoured to rouſe him, by telling 
him, the beſt way in theſe caſes was not 
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to think at all. O dear, fir, (fad his 
lordſhip, with great preſence of mind) 
you certainly miſtake my reverie: I have 
been only thinking, what, in the name of 
common ſenſe, could. bring this little 
drummer here, who ſeemed to polleſs 
ſuch a quantity of brains you 

Baron B. a celebrated gambler, well 
known by the name of the /eft-handea 
Baron, being detected ſome years ago at 
Bath, ſecreting a card, the company, in 
the warmth of their reſentient; threw 
him out of the window of a one-pair-of- 
ſtairs room, where they had been play- 
ing. The Baron, meeting Foote ſome 
time after, was loudly complaining of 
this uſage, and aſked what he ihould do? 
% Do, (lays the wit) why, it is a plain 
caſe, never play /o higb again as long as 
you live.“ 

As a certain lady, now Lady T. was 
preſidiug one evening at a tea-table, one 
of her ruffles caught the flame of the tea- 
lamp, and was burned before it could be 
extinguiſhed, Lord M. who was of the 

parte, 
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paity, and thought to be witty on the 
accident, remarked, that he did not think 

her ladyſhip was fo apt fo catch fire, 

« Nor am I, my Lord, (faid ſhe, with 

| great readineſs) from ſuch ſparks as you!“ 
When I was a boy, I was fond of my 

bed. My father came into my bed 

4 chamber one morning, and ſeemed very 
1 angry with my ſleeping ſo long, ſaying, 
„ the ſun has been up thele three hours, 
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«© Tt is no great wonder, fir, ſaid I, that 


the ſun has been fo long up. If Thad as 
many miles to travel to-day as the ſun 
has, I would have riſen as ſoon as he.” 
My father left me with a ſmile, and 
ſeemed much pleaſed with the reply. 


General B. being at a country play, 
the entertainment happened to be the 
Stage Coach, which was acted ſo wretch- 
edly, that it was impoſſible to make head 
or tail of it. As ſoon as the curtain 
dropped, and one of th performers came 
to give out the next play, the General 
begged leave to aſk the name of the en- 
tertainment juſt finiſhed, «The Stage 
Coach, Sir,” ſaid Buſkin, bowing very 
re\pectfully., O then, Sir, (fays the 


General,) will you be ſo good to let me 


know when you perform this again, that 
I may be an out/ide paſſenger.” 


A certain clergyman in the weſt of 
England being ſuppoſed to be at the point 
of death, a neighbouring brother, who 
bad ſome intereſt with his patron, apphed 
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to him for the next preſentation ; upon 
which the former, who ſoon after reco- 
vered, upbraided him with a breach of 
friendſhip, and ſaid he wanted his death. 
No, no, doctor, (ſays the other,) you 


are quite miſtaken ; it was your living 1 
wanted!“ ä 


Mr. Moore, the author of many in- 
genious pieces, being a long time under 


a very expenſive proſecution in the 


Spiritual Court, for marrying two liſters, 
was called upon ene morning by his 
Proctor, while he was writing his excel- 
lent tragedy of The Gameſter. The 
Proctor having a leiſure hour, Mr. Moore 
read him four acts of his piece, which 
were all that were at that time finiſhed. 
The Proctor found himſelf ſo much af- 
feed by it, that he exclaimed, © Good 
God! how can you poſſibly add to this 
couple's diſtreſs in the laſt at?” -“ Oh! 
very eaſily, (ſaid the poet) there I intend 


to put them both into the Spiritual 
Gurt. | 
Lord 
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Lord Mansfield examining a man, 
who was a witneſs in the Court of King's 
Bench, aſked him what he knew of the 
defendant. O my Lord, I knew him; 
I was up to him. —<« Up to him! (ſays 
his Lordſhip,) what do you mean by 
being up to him?“ - Mean, my lord, 
why, I was down upon him. —< Up to 
him, and down upon him ! {ſays his 
Lordſhip, turning to Counſellor Dun- 
ning) what does the fellow mean?“. 
« Why, I mean, my Lord, as deep as he 
thought himſelf, I fagg'd him!“ - I 
cannot conceive, friend, (ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip) what you mean by this ſort of 
language: I do not underſtand it.“ 
« Not underſtand it! (added the fellow, 
with ſurprize) Lord, what a FLAT you 
muſt be!“ | 


James the Firſt, when he was Duke 
of York, took it into his head to viſit 
the celebrated poet Milton, merely out 
of curioſity. In the courſe of their con- 
verlation, the Duke aſked Milton, whe- 
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ther he did not think the loſs of his eyes 
was a judgment upon him for what he 
had written againſt his father Charles I. 
Our immortal bard made the followin 

reply: If your highneſs thinks, that the 
calamities which berall us here are indi- 
cations of the wrath of heaven, in what 
manner are we to account for the fate of 
the king, your father? The diſpleaſure of 
heaven muſt, upon this ſuppoſition, have 
been much greater againſt him than me; 


for I have only loſt my eyes, but he loſt 
bis head? 


At Mr. Fordyce's ſale, at Roehamp- 
ton, Foote, who attended almoſt every 
day, bought nothing but a pillow; on 
which a gentleman aſked him, what par- 
ticular uſe he could have for a ſingle pil- 
low. ©« Why, (ſays Foote) to tell you 


tte truth, 1 do not fleep very well at 


night, and I am fure this muſt give me 
many a good nap, when the proprietor of 
it, though he owed fo much, could ſleep 
1 upon =” | a 
| | Dr. 
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Dr. Johnſon being one night at Drury- 
lane theatre, to ſee Mr. Garrick play 
Macbeth, in one of the moſt intereſting 
ſcenes of the play, he, and the whole 
company in the box where he ſat, were 
p interrupted by the impertinence of a 
young man of faſhion, who inſiſted on 

aving a place, though none was kept 
for him. The diſturbance continued un- 
til the end of the act, when the doctor, 
turning about with great contempt, cried, 
« Pſhaw, fir, how can you be ſo much 
miſtaken? Your place is in the ſhilling 
gallery.“ | | 
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A lady in an advanced age, and de- 
clining ſtate of health, went lately, by 
the advice of her phyſician, to take 
lodgings at Iſlington. She agreed for a 
ſuite of rooms, and coming down ſtairs, 
obſerved the banniſters were much out of 
| repair, which ſhe ſaid muſt be mended 
f before ſhe could think of coming to live 
| there. Madam, (replied the land- 
lady) that will anſwer no purpoſe, as the 

| 4 under- 
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undertaker's men, in bringing down the 
cothns, are continually breaking the 
Fanniſters.” The old lady was fo ſhocx- 
ed at this funeral intelligence, that ſhe 
immediately declined all thoughts of oc- 
cupying the apartments. 


Sir Francis Blake Delaval having 
married an extremely ugly lady, though 
very rich, was aſked by his friends, how 
he could think of marrying ſo ordinary 
a woman. Look ye, (ſaid he) I bought 
her by we!ght, and paid nothing for 
faſhion.” 


In one of the exhibitions of the Royal 
Academy, there was a fine whole length 
painting of Mr. Garrick in Richard the 
Third, which was univerſally allowed to 
be the beſt likeneſs of that incomparable 
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your lordſhip will walk up ſtairs, you will 
ſee me as well as ever I was in my life,”? - 


A dancer ſaying to a Spartan, © You 
cannot ſtand fo long on one leg as I can.“ 
— © True, (anſwered the Spartan) but 


any gooſe can.“ 


When Themiſtocles went to Andrus 


to demand a levy of money, he ſaid, « I 


bring two gods with me, Force and Per- 
ſuaſion.“' He was anſwered, And we 
have two ſtronger, Want and Impoſſi- 
bility.“ 


Leo, the Byzantine ſophiſt, came to 
Athens to perſuade the people to concord. 
Being a little fat per ſonage, with a port- 
ly belly, he no ſooner mounted the rof- 
trum than a loud and univerſal laugh en- 
ſued, But he, nothing moved, taking 
ad vantage of the incident, ſaid, Why do 

ou laugh, men of Athens? My wife 
is yet fatter than I!” A louder laugh 
aroſe ; but he proceeded: Naw, fat as 
we are, and large, one bed eaſily holds 

| us 
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us when at concord ; but, when variance 


ariſes, the whole houſe cannot contain 
us.“ 


Catullus ſaying to Philip the orator, 
c Dog, why do you bark?” was anſwer- 
ed, « Becauſe I fee a thief.” 


Of two brothers, one ſerved the king, 
and the other toiled hard for his food. 
The former ſaying to the latter, Why 
do you not ſerve the king, and get rid 
of your toi] ?*? was anſwered, « Why do 


not you toi], and get rid of your ſla- 
very?“ - 


Archbiſhop King was remarkably fond 
of a leg of mutton and capers, the laſt 
of which he always prepared himſelf. 
A gentleman on to dine with him, 
laughed immoderately on his entering 
the apartment, where his Grace was ſit- 
ting at his favourite amuſement, cutting 
Capers as you here ſee, 4 What is the 

matter!“ 
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matter?“ ſaid the biſhop. I cannot 
help laughing, (replied the gentleman) 


for this is the firſt inftance I have ever 


ſeen of a biſhop cutting capers 18 


A perſon came to beg the loan of fiſty 
ducats from the ſchoolmaſter of Toledo, 
founder of the college of St. Catharine, 
who ſent for a purſe of reals, and gave 

them 
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them to him. The borrower took them, 
and put them into his pocket without 
counting them. The ſchoolmaſter ob- 
ſerving this, aſked for the purſe, that he 
might ſee there was the ſum; but, re- 
turning it into his cheſt, ſaid, A man 
who borrows without counting, can ne- 
ver mean to repay.” 


Brother Barnardino Palomo faid, that $ 
wine has two loſſes. If you put it in 
water, you loſe your wine ; and, if not, 
you loſe yourſelf,” 


The king Don Ferdinand lodged one 
night in the caſtle of Montilla, which 
Don Alonzo de Aguilar had furniſhed 
with much magnificence. The king 
going up a ſtair-caſe much too narrow p 
for ſo grand a houſe, aſked, why he had | 
ſo little a ſtair-caſe? “ Sire, (ſaid Don 
Alonzo) I never expected to be honour- 1 
ed with the company of ſo great a gueſt.” 


A law-ſuit aroſe in an univerſity upon 

the point, whether the doctors in law, 
ar the doctors in medicine, ſhould hold 
the 
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the precedence. The judge aſked the 
counſel, whether it was uſual for the 
thief or the hangman to walk firſt at an 
execution, Being anſwered, that the 
thief always walked firſt, © Then, (ſaid 
the judge) let the doctors in law have 
the precedence, and let the doctors in 
medicine be next in rank.“ 


The Archbiſhop of Toledo, ſtanding 
at a window, and ſeeing a clown beat his 
aſs moſt unmercifully, opened the caſe- 
ment, and called out, Have done, have 
done, you ſcoundrel, elſe I will have you 


whipt.” The clown anſwered, * Your 


pardon, good maſter, I did not know my 
aſs had friends at court!“ 


A gentleman, of the name | of Addi- 
fon, after ſpending the evening with ſe- 


8 veral good fellows, became at length fo 
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much intoxicated as to be unable to 


ſpeak, and, reclining his head on a table, 
fell into a ſound ſleep; on which, one of 


the company remarked, that their friend, 


Mr. Addiſon, was neither a Tatler, nor a 
: SteTator, 
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_— but might ſpeedily want a 
uardian. | 

A lieutenant-colonel in one of the Iriſh 
regiments in the French King's ſervice, 
was diſpatched by the Duke of Berwick, 
from fort Kehl, to the king of France, 
with a complaint relating to fome irre- 
gularities that had happened in the regi- 
ment. His Majeſty, with ſome emotion 
of mind, told him, that the Iriſh troops 
gave him more uneaſineſs than all his 
forces beſides. © Sire (ſaid the officer) 


all your Majeſty's enemies make the 
ſame complaint.“ 


A certain member of parliament, hav- 
ing heard many ſpeeches in the houſe, to 
the great applauſe of the ſpeakers, grew 
ambitious of riſing to rival glory by his 
oratory, and accordingly watched for a 
favourable opportunity to open. At 
length an occaſion preſented itſelf. It 
was on a motion being made in the 
houſe for enforcing the execution of 
ſome ſtatute, on which public-ſpirited 

motion, 
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motion the orator in embryo roſe ſo- 


lemnly up, and after giving three. loud 


= hems, ſpoke as follows: „Mr. Speaker, 
have we laws, or have we not laws? If 

we have laws, and thoſe laws are not 
obſerved, to what end were thoſe laws 


made ?**- — 80 ſaying, he ſat himſelf 
down, his cheſt heaving high with con- 


ſcious conſequence; when another roſe 


up, and delivered his thoughts in theſe 
words: © Mr. Speaker, did the honour- 
able gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, ſpeak to 
the purpoſey or not ſpeak to the purpoſe ? 
If he did not ſpeak to the purpoſe, to 
what purpoſe did he ſpeak ? This reply 


ſet the houſe in ſuch a fit of laughter, as 
diſcouraged the young orator from ever 


attempting to ſpeak again. 


When Oliver Cromwell firſt coined 
his money, an old cavalier looking upon 
one of the new pieces, read this inſcrip- 
tion on one fide : © God with us.” On 


the other, The Commonwealth of 


England.“ I ſee, (ſaid he) God and 


the 
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the commonwealth are on difterent 
ſides.” 


Pope was one evening at Button's 
coffee-houſe, where he and a ſet of literati 
had got poring over a Latin manuſcript, 
in which they found a paſſage that none 
of them could comprehend. A young 
officer, who heard their conference, beg- 
ged that he might be permitted to look 
at the paſſage. Oh! (ſays Pope, ſar- 
caſtically) by all means; pray let the 
young gentleman look at iy Upon 
which the officer took up the manuſcript, 
and, conſidering a while, faid there only 
wanted a note of interrogation: to make 
the whole intelligible ; which was really 
the caſs. And pray, maſter, (ſaid Pope, 
with a ſneer) what is a note of interro- 


gation?” -“ A note of interrogation 


(replied the young gentleman, with a 
look of great contempt) is a little crook- 
ed thing that aſks queſtions !?0-\ly 
young readers muſt be told, that Pope 
was both little and crooked, 

A very 
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A very young officer ſtriking an old 
grenadier of his company, for ſome ſup- 
poſed fault in performing his evolution, 
was unable to reach above half way up 
to him. The grenadier, upon this infantile 
aſſault, gravely took off his cap, and hold- 
ing it over the officer by the tip, ſaid, 
% Sir, if you were not my officer, I 
would extinguiſh you!“ 


A Weſtminſter juſtice taking a coach 
in the city, and being ſet down at Cha- 
ring-crols, the driver demanded eighteen 
pence as his fare. The juſtice aſked 
him, if he would ſwear the ground came 
to the money. The man ſaid he would 


take his oath of it. The juſtice replied, 


33 


„Friend, I am a magiftrate;*” and pul- 
ling the book out of his pocket, admini- 


ſtered the oath, and then gave the fellow 


{ix-pence, ſaying he mutt reſerve the 
{hilling to himſelf for the aildavit, 


Counſellor Crips being on a party at 
Caſtle Martyr, the ſeat of the Earl of 
Shannon, in Ireland, ane of the com- 
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| | 4 pany, who was a phyſician, ſtrolled out 
| before dinner into the church-yard ; and, 
ſee, here he is is. Dinner being ſerved up, 
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and the doctor not returned, ſome of the 


company were expreſſing their ſurpriſe 
where he could be gone to -“ Oh! (ſays 


the counſellor) he is but juſt ſtepped out 
to pay a viſit to ſome of his old patients,” 
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A gentleman, the firſt time of his 
coming to Bath, was very extravagantly 
charged for every thing by the perſon in 
whoſe houſe he lodged, as well as by 
others, with whom he had occaſion to 

deal. Some time after, complaining of 

this to Beau Naſh, “ Sir, (replied the 
latter) they have ated towards you on 

truly chriſtian principles.“ How ſo?” 
ſays the gentleman, © Why, (returned 
Naſh) you was a ftranger, and they took 
you in. 


It was obſerved that a certain eovet- 
ous rich man never invited any one to 
dine with him, © I will lay a wager 
(ſays a wag) I get an invitation from 
him.” "The wager being accepted, he 

3 goes the next day to this rich man's 
4 houſe, about the time that he was known 
to ſit down to dinner, and tells the ſer- 
vant, that he muſt ſpeak with his maſter 
immediately, for that he can ſave him a 
is thouſand pounds. “ Sir, (ſays the ſer- 
 yant to his maſter) here is a man in a 
| great 
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great hurry to ſpeak with you, who ſays 
he can ſave you a thouſand pounds.” 
Out comes the maſter. «© What is that 


you ſay, Sir! that you can ſave me a 


thouſand pounds! - Yes, Sir, I can; 
but I ſee you are at dinner: I will, go 
and dine myſelf, and call again.” “ O 
pray, Sir, come in and take a dinner 
with me.”—< Sir, I ſhall be trouble- 
ſome,” “ Not at all.” The invitation 
was accepted, As ſoon as dinner was 
over, and the family were retired, « Well 
Sir, (ſays the man of the houſe) now to 
our buſineſs. Pray let me know how 1 
am to fave this thouſand pounds.“ 
« Why, Sir, (ſaid the other) I hear you 
have a daughter to diſpoſe of in marti- 
age. —“ ] have.“ And that you in- 
tend to portion her with ten thouſand 
pounds.” —*< I do ſo.” — © Why then, Sir, 
Tet me have her, and 1 will take her with 
nine. thouſand.” The maſter of the 
houſe inſtantly roſe in a paſſion, and 


turned him out of the houſe. 
A ſchool, 
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well known in his own neighbourhood as 
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A fehoolmaſter aſked one of his boys, 
in a ſharp wintry morning, what was the 
Latin for cold ; the boy heſitated a little. 
„ What, firrah, (ſaid he) cannot you 
tell?! Yes, yes, (replied the boy) LI 
have it at my fingers ends.” 


Serjeant Maynard, an eminent coun- 
ſellor of the laſt century, waiting, with 
the body of the law, upon the Prince of 
Orange, afterwards King William, on 
his arrival in London, the Prince took 
notice of his great age, the ferjeant being 
then near ninety. © Sir, (faid the 
Prince) you have out-lived almoſt all the 
profeſſors of the law.“ “ I ſhould have 
outlived even the law itſelf, (replied the 
ſerjeant) if your highneſs had not come 
over,” 


A parſon Patten, of Whitſtable, was 


a man of great oddity, great humour, 
and equally great extravagance, Once, 
ſtanding in need of a new wig, his old 
one defying all further aſſiſtance of art, 

1 he 


2 
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he went over to Canterbury, and applied 


to a barber, young in the buſineſs, to 


make him one. The barber, who was 


juſt going to dinner, begged the honour 
of his new cuſtomer's company at his 
table, to which Patten moſt readily con- 


ſented. After dinner, a large bowl of 


punch was produced, and the reverend 
gueſt, with equal readineſs, joined in its 
demolition. hen it was out, the bar- 
ber was for proceeding to buſineſs, and 
began. to handle his meaſures. Mr. 


Patten, however, defired him to deſiſt, 


ſaying, he ſhould not make his wig. 
« Why not, (exclaimed the aſtoniſhed 
hoſt) have I done any thing to offend 
you, Sir?“ “ Not in the leaſt, (replied 
the parſon) but I find you are a very ho- 


neſt and good-natured fellow, ſo I will 


take ſomebody elſe in. Had you made 


it, you would never have been paid for 


It; IS 


The following adventure may be de- 


pended upon as a fact. Some years 


ſince, 
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ſince, in the reign of his late 2 4 


very worthy character went to St. James's 
palace to viſit one of the pages, whoſe 
apartments were in the two - pair of ſtairs, 
He drank tea with his friend, after which 
he took his leave, and was coming down 
ſtairs by himſelf; when, juſt as he came 
to 2 place where two ſtaircaſes met, his 
foot ſlipped, and he fell backwards down 
one of them, when, coming to the bot- 
tom, his head, as was ſuppoſed, fell 
againſt a door, and burſt it open. We 
ſay, as was ſuppoſed, becauſe the un- 
lucky viſitor was too completely ſtunned 


with the fall to know what had hap- 


pened. Certain it is, that he found 
himſelf, on his recovery, fitting on the 
floor of a ſmall room, and moſt kindly 
attended by a little old gentleman, who 
was carefully waſhing his head with a } 
toweh, and putting pieces of ſticking- 
plaiſter to the various cuts, which the 
accident had conferred on the abrupt vi- 
ſitor's unwigged pate. For ſome time, 
his ſurpriſe kept him filent, and when 

= 77 he 
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he was going to utter a profuſion of 


thanks for the ſuccour he had received, 


he was checked by an intelligent frown, 
and by a ſignificant wave of the hand to- 
wards the door of the cloſet, The pa- 
tient underſtood the hint, and retired, 
taking more care of his ſteps downwards 
for the remainder of the ſtaircaſe, and 
wondering how ſo much humanity, and 
ſo much unſociableneſs, could dwell in 
the ſame breaſt, His wonder ceafed 
when he found, on deſcribing to his friend 
the ſituation of the clpfet, that he owed 
the kind aſſiſtance he had received to the 
king himſelf, who, after having exer- 
Ciſed the humanity of the fellow-creature, 
found too much of the monarch about him 
to ſupport a familiar converſation with 
the perſon he had relieved, 


Never did an Iriſhman utter a better 
bull, than did an honeſt John, who, be- 

ing aſked by a friend, whether his ſiſter 
had got a fon or a daughter, anſwered, 
| Upon 
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came then to the Baron de Rei 
turn to give a health, and he, to coun- 
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“ Upon my ſhoul, I do not yet know 
whether I am an uncle or an aunt !” 


When the Earl of Stair was ambaſ- 


| fador in Holland, he made frequent en- 


tertainments, to which the foreign am- 
baſtadors were commonly invited, not 
excepting the ambaſlador of France, 
with which nation we were then upon 
the point of breaking. In return, the 
Abbe de Ville, the French reſident, as 
conſtantly invited the Engliſh and Au- 
{trian ambaſſadors, upon the like occa- 


tions. The Abbe was a man of viva=- 


city, and withal was remarkable for a 
quaintneſs, in which he took great pride. 
Agreeable to this humour, he one da 
propoſed a health in theſe terms: “ The 
riſing ſun, my maſter,“ alluding to the 
motto of Lewis the Fourteenth, which 
was pledged by the whole como It 
ach's 


tenance the Abbe, and to pleaſe him, 
propoſed, *« The moon and fixed lars,” 
in 
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in compliment to his miſtreſs the Empreſs 
Queen, which was greatly applauded, — 
It then coming to the Earl's turn, the 
eyes of all the company were fixed upon 
him ; but that nobleman, whoſe preſence 
of mind was never wanting upon ordi- 
nary, as well as great occaſions, drank 
to his maſter by the name of Joſhua, the 
fon of Nun, who made the ſun and moon 


to and ſtill. 


The preſent Emperor of Germany, in 
one of his familiar converſations, ob- 
ſerved, that © it was hard indeed, be- 
cauſe he had the ill- fortune to be an 
emperor, that he ſhould be deprived of 
the pleaſures of ſocial life, which were ſo 
much to his taſte,” A few days after 
this, there was an exhibition of fire- 
works on the Prater, which is a large 
park, ſurrounded by the Danube, over 
which there is a wooden bridge. No 
carriages are allowed to paſs, and there 
is a narrow path railed in on one fide. —- 
A part of the crowd, in paſſing over to 

the 
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the exhibition took this path, and they 
were ſo choaked up, that they could not 
proceed. A Scotch gentleman, of a 
large ſize, who had been at the Coun- 
teſs Walſtein's when the Emperor ex- 
preſſed himſelf as above, was labouring 
under the preſſure of the mob, in this 
path, as the Emperor paſſed on the other 
ſide. His Majeſty ſeeing that thoſe of a 
ſmall ſize extricated themſelves by crawl- 
ing under the rail into the broad path, 
while the fat Scotchman remained in a 
diſagreeable poſture. “ Ah ! monſieur, 

(faid he) I told you how unfortunate it 
Was fora man to be foo great,” 


The late Lord S. having a defire to be 
thought a proficient. in phy ſic and ſur- 
gery, the Earl of Cheſterfield coming to 
him one morning, at a time when he 
wiſhed for his vote and intereſt in the 
houſe, where his lordſhip often forgot to 
attend, pretended to be affected with the 
head- ach, and requeſted to be let blood. 
This bis noble friend complied with, and 


expreſſed 
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expreſied great ſatisfaction in the confi- 
dence repoſed in him. The Earl ſeizing 
the favourable moment, induced Lord S. 
to go with him to the houſe, and to vote 
in a manner favourable to his wiſhes and 
the public good ; ſo that the Earl uſed to 
boaſt of having literally bled for the ſer- 
vice of his country. 


Dr. Samuel Johnſon once invited Mrs. 
Macauley to dinner. When the table 
was covered, the doctor inſiſted that his 
ſervant ſhould fit down and help himſelf. 
John, who was very modeſt, at firſt 
| declined the offer, till his maſter being 
4 peremptory in the matter, he at laſt 
complied. On this, the lady roſe from 
her ſeat, telling Dr. Johnſon, ſhe did not 
think he had invited her with a deſign to 
affront her, by claſſing her with a livery- 
ſervant. The doctor- replied, that he 
rather meant it as a compliment. He 
then deſired John to riſe, and bring him 
a book of Mrs. Macauley's writing, that 
lay in the window, out of which he or- 

dered 
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dered him to read certain paſlages, where- 
in ſhe aſſerted the equality of mankind, 
As he was reading, the lady retired ; on 
which the doctor (aid very coolly, “ Come, 
John, you may give over preaching ; for 


| ſee you have made à very moving aiſ- 
courſe indeed! | 


Philip the Second, walking one day 
alone in the cloiſters of the convent of 
the Eſcurial, an honeſt tradeſman, ſeeing 
the door open, went in. Tranſported 
with admiration at the fine paintings 
with which that houſe is adorned, he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the king, whom he took 
for one of the ſervants of the convent, 
and defired him to ſhew him the paint- 
ings, and explain the ſubjects of them.— 
Philip, with all the humility and conde- 
ſcenſion of a lay brother, conducted him 
through the apartments, and gave him 
all the ſatisfaction he could deſire. At 
parting, the ſtranger took him by the 
hand, and ſqueezing it affectionately, 
laid, © I am much obliged to you, ROAM 
we 
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T live at St. Martin's, and my name is 
Michael Bombis. If you ſhould chance 
to come my way, and call upon me, you 
will find a glaſs of good wine at your 
ſervice.” —< And my name, (ſaid tte 
pretended ſervant), is Philip the Second ; 
and if you will call upon me at Madrid, 
I will give you a glaſs of as good!“ 


A taylor, having mended a pair of 
breeches for one of his cuſtomers, was 
carrying them home, when he ſaw a tu- 
neral paſs by, attended in the proceſſion 
by an apothecary whom he knew. © So, 
$ maſter, (ſays he to the apothecary) I ſee 
1 og are Carrying your work home as well 
1 5 2 | 


King James the Second having ap- 
— a nobleman to be Lord Trœa- 
fſurer, when the Exchequer was in a very 
exhauſted ſtate, he complained to the 
king of the irkſomeneſs of the office, 
as the Treaſury was ſo empty. Be 
of good cheer, my lord, (replied his 
=_- PO ou 
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majeſty) for you will now ſee the bottom 
of your buſineſs at once.“ 

A celebrated orator one day, in the 
warmth of debate, ſpoke ſome words ra- 
ther diſreſpectful of the government.— 
Mr. George Onſlow called him to or- 
der, and ſaid he would not fit ſilent and 
hear the ſovereign inſulted, The gentle- 
man, in explanation, ſaid, that though 
he reſpected his majeſty's own perſon, he 
ſaw no reaſon for reſpecting his majeſty's 
man-ſervant and his maid-ſervant, his ox 
and his aſs, 

Mr. Coleman, having ſome diſpute 
with Mr. Yates in Foote's preſence, the 
latter faid to the former, “ You inſigni- 
ficant being, for three farthings I would 
put you in my pocket. Would you? 
(cried Foote), then you would have more 
wit in your pocket than ever you had in 
your head.” 

The late Queen Caroline, having 
ſome diſtant notion of incloſing St. 
James' O Park, | entirely for the uſe of the 

ropes 
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royal family, conſulted Lord Cheſterfield 
about the expences. His lordſhip, ſtartled 
at the propoſal at firſt, evaded giving his 
opinion ; but at len ength, being preſſed to 
it, he replied, Why, then, madam, I 
think it may come to about three crowns.” 

Theſe were the crowns of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, Lord Cheſterfield 
ſuppoſing, that ſuch an attempt might be 
attended with dangerous conſequences. 


